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United Community Bank 
employees and Junior Board 
of Directors at the Hiawassee 
location participated again 
this year in their annual Angel 
Tree Project to collect Christ-
mas gifts for Foster Children 
in Towns County. Each child’s 

Back row L to R:  Katie McConnell, Camille Guss, Rocsane Tabulinar, John Henry Hobbs, Corbin Gil-
filian, Jaythan Burrell, Kyle McConnell. Front row: Nora Sutton, Jordan Moss, Alexa Arencibia, Chris 
Holloway.

United Community Bank collects gifts for Christmas

wish list was fulfilled with 
toys and fun gifts as well as re-
quests for clothing items, shoes 
and warm coats. Once all the 
gifts were collected, they were 
loaded up and delivered to the 
Foster Children’s Christmas 
Program collection site for 

distribution to the families.
The staff and Junior 

Board at United Community 
Bank would like to thank all 
the many people who pur-
chased gifts or made generous 
donations toward this project. 
T(Jan12,F2)SH
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isn’t looking good for Towns
County students because
temperatures aren’t ex-
pected to be enough above
freezing for the rest of the
week to make secondary
roads sufficiently passable
to test those big yellow
school buses.

“We’re not going to
take any chances with safety,
that much I’m certain of in

this situation,” he said.
Dr. Behrens isn’t

alone in his plight. Other
school systems in the region
are facing the same
weather-related problem.

Because of teacher
furloughs and state cutbacks
that cost schools statewide
to shorten the classroom
days students attend school
in the 2010-2011 school year,

there isn’t much room for
emergency days in school
calendars. Towns County
students are scheduled to
only attend 178 (normally
180) classroom days this
school year.

That means makeup
days and it could mean a longer
school calendar for many
school systems in the region,
including Towns County.

Statewide Accountability
System awards.

“Test scores fluctuate,
particularly for a school our
size,” Principal Perren said.
“We’re going to have years
when our scores are high
and we’ll have years when
our scores are low. We’re
very proud to earn this
award.”

The school met all
three criteria for a platinum
award regarding the great-
est gains category in student
achievement.

For the seventh con-
secutive year, the school
met Adequate Yearly
Progress (AYP) as it re-
lates to the federal No
Child Left Behind Act.
The requirement was three

consecutive years of meet-
ing AYP.

Also, at least 35 per-
cent of the school’s students
exceeded standards in all
test areas as measured by
state assessments, Bryant
said.

Finally, the school
placed in the 98th percentile
statewide in greatest stu-
dent achievement gains, ac-
cording to Bryant.

“As you well know, it
takes the collaborative effort
of teachers, principals and
parents working with stu-
dents to reap this level of
success,” Bryant said. “We
applaud your entire school
community for this impres-
sive accomplishment.

“We wish your school

continued success and ex-
tend our best wishes to your
entire school community as
we work together to help all
children achieve at high lev-
els,” Bryant said.

Principal Perren said
he was caught by surprise
both years that the school
has won Governor’s Cup
honors.

“The first time we
won, I’d never heard of the
award,” he said. “Yes, these
honors caught me by sur-
prise.”

Principal Perren said
the students are excited.

“However, when we
get together to celebrate
this, we’ll have a better un-
derstanding of just how
proud they really are.”

Community...continued from page 1
Gordon Lee won the tour-
nament with Holy Innocents
finishing second. The Indi-
ans missed a trip to State
Duals by one spot.

Before they even ar-
rived in Atlanta on Thursday,
the wrestling team faced a
critical decision: wait to see
if the snow is coming or find
a way to get to the Metro
Area ahead of time.

Area 3 Duals, or the
wrestling equivalent of Region
Team Championships, were
scheduled for Friday at Holy
Innocents School in Atlanta.

The National Weather
Service had issued storm alerts
with weather models predict-
ing snow for Towns County on
Friday morning. The two-day
tournament scheduled to be-
gin on Friday was in serious
doubt for the Indians.

“If we don’t make it to
Area Duals, we don’t have
a shot at going to the State
Duals Tournament,” Head
Wrestling Coach Jeff
Stowers said. “These kids
aren’t wrestling for their
health; they’re wrestling to
reach the highest goal within
their reach.”

Coach Stowers had al-
ready spent the team’s
booster money on hotel rooms
for Friday night. He needed
an additional $500 to get his
team secured in a hotel for
Thursday night to avoid a po-
tential snow storm.

“We’ve got some kids
that live in some hard to get
to places if it snows,” Coach
Stowers said. “Without ad-
ditional funds, we’re possibly
stuck here in Hiawassee.”

The community stepped
up to the plate to help the team
in a pinch.

“The top priority is get-
ting those kids safely to At-
lanta and give them an op-
portunity to compete,” said
The Ridges Resort General
Manager Chad Hooper.
“We were glad to help. As
we’ve said all along, we’re
all about community and the
happenings here. This is a
fine wrestling team and
we’d hate to see them miss
an opportunity to get to the
state tournament.

“It was a no brainer
when it came time to help
them,” he said.

Juanita Shope, city ex-

ecutive for CB&T agreed
with Hooper.

“You listen to the
weather reports and you
want to make sure those kids
get down there as safely as
possible,” she said. “We are
a part of this community and
we feel those kids are part
of our responsibility. We
were more than happy to
play a pivotal role in helping
them get to Atlanta.”

Towns County Herald
Editor Charles Duncan said
the newspaper was honored
to help the Indian grapplers
get to Area 3 Duals.

“Jeff Stowers and his
coaching staff do a magnifi-
cent job with those kids,”
Duncan said. “It would
break my heart if they didn’t
get a chance to compete in
Area Duals. We rallied
around our team and did
what we could to get them
there ahead of a potentially
dangerous storm.

“We’re proud of the
Indians and we’re always
going to support the local ath-
letic and academic teams,”
he said. “We’re just glad we
had the chance to help.”

Medley, the man with
the golden pipes, says the
music industry has become
too electronic today, with the
artists getting away from the
heart and soul of the sound.

“Obviously, there’s still
some great stuff being re-
corded,” he said. “But you
can go into the studio today
and make almost anybody
sound like a singer. If you’ve
got a good song and a good
track, you’ve got a shot.

“But who’s going to
play it and where you’re
going to sell it, man, I don’t
have a clue,” he said.

“I come from the real
Rock N’ Roll era,” he said.
“To me, Rock N’ Roll was
the 50s.”

Everything afterward
became an opinion or inter-
pretation of what the per-
formers believed to be Rock
N’ Roll, Medley said.

“Today, there’s still
Rock N’ Roll, but it certainly
has taken a different ap-
proach,” he said. “It’s not
the Rock N’ Roll that I grew
up with.”

Today’s Rock N’ Roll
is more dance music with a
great beat, Medley said.

“But it doesn’t really
say anything,” he said. “I’m
concerned that the music is
losing the heart and soul. I
think today’s artists are get-
ting away from the heart.”

Medley has a surprise
for Hiawassee when he ar-
rives to perform at 7 p.m.,
Jan. 22 at Anderson Music
Hall. He’s bringing his 23-
year-old daughter McKenna
Medley with him to perform
at The Hall.

“There are a lot of
people interested in her, they
want to record her,” Med-
ley said. “She’s doing her
own writing. There are
some things that she wants
to accomplish before jump-
ing into the middle of the in-
dustry.

“But, this year will be
the year,” Bill Medley said.
“It’s time for her to enter the
ring. She’s a singer’s singer,
she loves music. She just loves
the songs. She’s a Medley.”

In the show, the Med-
ley experience includes all the
hits and an unplugged session
where Bill Medley gives a little
bit of the history of how he
and Bobby Hatfield got where
they were going as the Righ-
teous Brothers.

“I talk about going on

the road with the Beatles
and Rolling Stones. I talk
about our experiences with
Elvis. Without a doubt, it’s
a fun show,” he said.

It’s been a while since
Bill Medley has been in
Georgia so he’s looking for-
ward to a return to the Peach
State.

“I love the North
Georgia Mountains,” he
said. “It’s a slice of
Heaven.”

Bill Medley has had a
million experiences in the
entertainment and music in-
dustries. Oddly enough, his
fondest memory is doing a
monologue with iconic co-
median Jack Benny.

Bill Medley also re-
members accompanying the
first Beatles tour, going on the
road with the Rolling Stones
and touring with Elvis
Presley.

Being in Las Vegas in
1965 with Frank Sinatra also
ranks high on the list.

“Sinatra took us to Ve-
gas and we got to know all of
the Rat Pack,” he said. “It’s
just been an incredible career.”

Bill Medley and
Hatfield were the Righteous
Brothers, complete with an
R&B sound. They recorded
a song called You’ve Lost
That Lovin’ Feelin’, a tune
they felt good about com-
ing out of the recording stu-
dio. They had no idea it
would go on to become the
most played song in the his-
tory of American Radio.

“We were just very
fortunate to get our hands
on some great songs,” he
said. “You never know at
the time, but thank God that
the people remember the
ones that were big hits.”

The Righteous Brothers
seemingly had faded into the
sunset when their music
found its way back into the
pop spotlight with younger lis-
teners. Their music resur-
faced thanks to the Silver
Screen.

“Lovin’ Feelin’ was in
Top Gun, then I did (I’ve
Had) The Time of My Life
with Jennifer Warnes for
Dirty Dancing and they used
Unchained Melody in
Ghost. That was in 1989,
1990 and 1991 and they
were huge hits so we were
back as hot as we ever
were.

“Young kids were tell-
ing their parents that they

had heard a great song, Un-
chained Melody, and their
dad would tell them that he
used to dance with their
mother to that tune,” Medley
said. “The 1990s were a
pretty interesting time for us.”

Medley said The Righ-
teous Brothers’ 2003 induc-
tion into the Rock N’ Roll
Hall of Fame was a surprise
to both he and Hatfield.

“There was some po-
litical stuff going on that kept
us out so long, so we didn’t
think we were going to get
in,” he said. “We had our-
selves convinced that it
doesn’t matter if we get in
or not. When we got the call
that we were going into the
Rock N’ Roll Hall of Fame,
we flipped out.

“It is wonderful, it was
wonderful and it was a great
night,” he said. “I had all my
family there; Bobby had all his
family there. It was a wonder-
ful experience; it was I guess
a stamp of approval. It was like
we were here and our music
touched some people.”

The March 2003 induc-
tion was special for Bobby
Hatfield’s family. The other
half of the Righteous Broth-
ers died in November 2003.

“It wasn’t long after
our induction that Bobby
passed away,” Medley said.
“I’m glad he went out know-
ing he had a place in history.

“Being a part of the
Righteous Brothers was an
incredible experience,” he
said. “Being able to go out
night, after night and do what
you love to do. We would
have done it for nothing.
Bobby and I were two guys,
but it was really one voice.”

The music continues to
give Medley the drive to con-
tinue performing today, he said.

“It’s the love of the
songs, enjoying the audiences,”
he said. “It’s in my blood, I love
to do it. Traveling is the tough-
est part, it always has been, but
you have to travel to get where
you’re going.”

Tickets for the 7 p.m.,
Jan. 22 Bill Medley Concert
at Anderson Music Hall in
Hiawassee are still on sale.
Ticket Prices are $35 plus $2
handling for Level I seating
and $25 plus $2 handling for
Level II seating.

“Tell the folks in
Hiawassee to come on out and
we’ll have a great time,” Med-
ley said. “You might say we’ll
have The Time of Our Lives.”

The monthly mobile 
food distribution for families 
in need will be held at No. Mt. 
Zion Church of God on Friday, 
January 14 from 10 a.m. to 12 
noon. This outdoor food distri-
bution will be held in the rear 
parking lot of No. Mt. Zion 
Church of God on Scataway, 
rain or shine.  If you are pick-
ing up food for another family 
please bring an authorization  
from them. Thank you and we 
look forward to seeing you  
there! T(Jan12,F1)SH

Food distribution

A glimpse outside Sun-
day night and nothing in
Hiawassee; not one snow-
flake to be seen anywhere.
So where was this highly
anticipated ‘epic” winter
storm that was expected to
paralyze the Northeast
Georgia Mountains?

At 12:01 a.m. Monday,
the first snowflake fell in
Hiawassee. Within 45 min-
utes, the city looked like a
shaken snow globe; snow
everywhere and it was com-
ing down hard. Once again,
the National Weather Service
had hit the nail on the head.

A winter storm, pre-
dicted to be of epic propor-
tions arrived here after mid-
night. Within an hour, it was
23 degrees and almost two
inches of snow was on the
ground.

The snow kept coming.
Winter storm warnings

were posted from east Texas

Winter storm...continued from page 1
to the Carolinas, including
the entire state of Georgia.

The storm traveled
south to north, coming up
the state from a system gen-
erated from a front that de-
veloped in the western Gulf
of Mexico. Much of Metro
Atlanta had four inches of
snow prior to the storm’s
arrival in the Northeast
Georgia Mountains.

Even before the frozen
precipitation arrived here,
schools and businesses
closed operations for Mon-
day. They kept their fingers
crossed for the days ahead.
Doctors’ offices called pa-
tients advising them that their
Monday appointments would
need to be rescheduled.

The closings were right
on the mark as the National
Weather Service had alerted
the entire state days in ad-
vance of the winter storm.

At 5 p.m. Sunday,

outgoing Gov. Sonny Perdue
declared a statewide state of
emergency because of the
pending storm system
headed this way, his final act
in office.

Gov.-Elect Nathan
Deal canceled all outdoor
activities surrounding his in-
auguration, scheduled for
Monday in Atlanta.

Georgia’s 82nd gover-
nor told supporters and well
wishers to stay indoors and
watch the ceremony at the
State Capitol on Georgia Pub-
lic Broadcasting.

“Personal safety is
much more important than
trying to get to Atlanta in the
middle of a snow storm,”
Gov. Deal said in a released
statement. “Don’t travel un-
less you have to.”

GDOT readied for the
storm by focusing on the
Metro Atlanta area as most
communities, including Towns

and Union, were dealing with
a shortage of sand and salt
due to snow and ice in De-
cember and early January.

Mainly local road crews
worked feverishly throughout
the night to clear main thorough-
fares in the mountains for
emergency crews responding
to emergency medical calls and
fire calls.

A Colwell Construction
grader cleared many side
roads as best they could.

At 1:40 a.m. on Mon-
day, Towns County Fire and
Rescue responded to a
chimney fire at Ramada
Inn. Braving the frozen
pathways, firefighters
quickly resolved the issue
with little fanfare.

The snow kept coming;
four inches of snow on the
ground at 2:45 a.m. Monday.

The final totals aren’t in
yet, but brace yourselves for
a cold, frozen week ahead.

Scenes from around Towns County show this snow packed a wallop as it spread throughout the county. Many families became shut-
ins, afraid to travel on county roads or venture into Hiawassee or Young Harris. Photos/Sherri Behrens and Lowell Nicholson


