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Army Pvt. Jerrid K. War-
den has graduated from the Di-
rect Fire Infantryman One Station 
Unit Training at Fort Benning, 
Columbus, Ga. The training con-
sists of Basic Combat Training 
and Advanced Individual Train-
ing.

During the nine weeks of 
Basic Combat Training, the sol-
dier received training in drill and 
ceremonies, weapons, map read-
ing, tactics, military courtesy, 
military justice, physical fitness, 

Warden graduates advanced training
first aid, and Army history, core 
values and traditions. Additional 
training included development 
of basic combat skills and bat-
tlefield operations and tactics, 
and experiencing use of various 
weapons and weapons defenses 
available to the infantry crew-
man.

The Advanced Individ-
ual Training course is designed 
to train indirect fire infantry 
soldiers to employ, fire and re-
cover anti-personnel and anti-

tank mines; locate, neutralize 
and extract mines; map reading 
and ground navigation; operate 
and maintain communications 
equipment and radio networks; 
construct and camouflage mor-
tar firing positions; operate and 
maintain mortars and fire control 
equipment for individual/crew 
served weapons firing positions.

The private is a 2010 
graduate of Union County High 
School, Blairsville, GA. 

The Towns County Li-
ons Club held its annual Give-
A-Christmas Party on Decem-
ber 12, 2010 at the Anderson 
Music Hall. Many children and 
their families braved the snow 
and cold to attend the party. Ev-
eryone had a good time with the 

children receiving gifts, snacks 
and a visit with Santa. Since 
Santa had to leave the elves be-
hind to tend to last-minute is-
sues, he was assisted by mem-
bers and spouses of the Towns 
County Lions Club, some of 
whom are pictured. T(Feb2,F2)SH

Kneeling: Diana Annast, Michael Annast. Back Row, L-R: Leonard 
McConnell, Katie Polstra, Bud Parker, Glenda Parker, Santa, Julie 
Payne, Janice Smith, Ruth McConnell and Allen Saylor.

Lions Club Give-A-Christmas party

The monthly meet-
ing of the Mountain Regional 
Arts and Crafts Guild Inc. will 
be held Tuesday, February 
8, 2011, at 6 p.m. social time 
and at 6:30 p.m. for the formal 
agenda. The meeting will be 
held at the Guild’s ArtWorks 
store located in the retail strip 
above the Holiday Inn Express 
in downtown Hiawassee, 308 
Big Sky Drive. Light refresh-
ments are available from 6 to 
6:30 p.m. 

The February meeting’s 
main speaker after a brief busi-
ness agenda, will be Guild 

Monthly meeting of Arts and Crafts Guild
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come back and retrieve.”
Chief Wright says he’s

hot on the trail of those re-
sponsible for the burglaries.

“We’ve got some
strong leads in these cases,”
Chief Wright said. “What we
need is for someone who
might have seen something
in the early morning hours of
Jan. 4th and late Jan. 17th and
early Jan. 18th to call us and
tell us what they saw.”

Approximately $7,000 in
merchandise was taken from
the hardware during both bur-
glaries, the chief said.

“This isn’t a misde-

meanor case,” he said. “This
is a felony case because of
the value of the items taken.”

Chief Wright also asks
for persons who have been
approached about purchas-
ing new power tools and
lawn equipment to call his
office. Pawn shops should
be on the alert.

“We’re close to break-
ing this case, and we want
to get those responsible in
custody as soon as possible
before they try to do this type
of crime somewhere else,”
Chief Wright said.

Chief Wright has

stepped up patrols and is
keeping a close eye on
downtown businesses in the
wake of the burglaries.

“Unfortunately, we’re
in a down economy and
some people tend to take
desperate measures when-
ever that occurs,” Chief
Wright said. “We want folks
to know that we’re work-
ing hard to combat crime and
we need them to keep their
eyes open also.”

Anyone with informa-
tion that could aid in these
investigations, call Chief
Wright at (706) 896-2202.

among young people.
Saturday’s event was

the State Championship with
the top team advancing to
the World Festival in St.
Louis in late April.

With a theme of “Body
Forward,” teams of students
ages 9 to 14 explored the
cutting-edge world of bio-
medical engineering to dis-
cover innovative ways to
repair injuries, overcome
genetic predispositions and
maximize the body’s poten-
tial, with the purpose of lead-
ing happier, healthier lives.

Prior to Saturday, 337
teams competed in 12 quali-
fiers and three Super Re-
gional contests, involving a
total of 2,500 students. Us-
ing the qualifiers as an elimi-
nation process, the field was
narrowed to the 50 teams
that took part in the state
tournament on Saturday at
Georgia Tech.

The Kick ‘N’ Bots, a
group of five extraordinary
TCMS students took their
project to the next level at
the state championships.

After Saturday’s con-
test Michael Austin,
Danielle Diehl,  Gabe
Gilliland, Mia Manto and
Sunshine Wood, the TCMS
Robotics team, took home
the satisfaction of compet-
ing in Georgia FIRST
LEGO League Robotics
state tournament.

Early on in their quest,
the Bots’ robotics coach, Jo
Ray Van Vliet, provided
them with professional guid-
ance and encouragement to
lead the team to their first
state championship event.

Their project was
unique. The team used a
Google Inventor Application
program to develop a com-
munication device in concept
to aid Alzheimer’s patients.

The device would help
Alzheimer’s patients when
they look at their telephone,
giving them the date, advis-
ing them of their day’s
schedule and even provide
GPS support.

It also includes tele-
phone numbers of people
they may need to contact, in-

cluding pictures of the people
beside the numbers. When
they click on the person’s pic-
ture, it gives the Alzheimer’s
patient information about
who the person is and their
contact information.

The robotic concept
the team developed was op-
erated on a course designed
to mimic parts of the human
body and had to be built and
programmed by the team to
complete as many of the 14
specific tasks as it could in
less than two and a half min-
utes in order to score points.

“Last summer when
Jo Ray Van Vliet sent me
an e-mail and wanted to
bring this program to the
school, we got excited
about it,” Principal Berrong
said. “We thought it was
something that we could
build on.

“We had no expecta-
tions of winning anything; we
thought if we got to go and
compete it would be good for
the kids,” he said. “What
they’ve done this year is
truly impressive.”

Jo Ray Van Vliet, Sunshine Wood, Mia Manto, Michael Austin and TCMS Principal Darren Berrong
pose during the LEGO League Robotics tournament in Atlanta on Saturday. Photo/James Reese

that included many miles of
travel for the Lady Indians.
They had endured some 300
miles in two days on a
school bus with a round trip
to Social Circle plus a game
on Friday and the trip to
Holy Innocents on Saturday.

The win at Social
Circle on Friday established
what is believed to be a
school record for the best
start to a season for a Towns
County High School basket-
ball team.

It appears that the best
prior season opening record
was established 59 years ago
by the 1952 edition of the
Lady Indians.

If the recorded infor-
mation is in chronological
order and complete, the
Lady Indians began that sea-
son on an 18-0 run before
falling in consecutive games
to Ellijay and Hayesville.

The three wins for the
week also give the Lady In-
dians 96 wins during the last
four seasons and counting,
tying the record for most
wins in four consecutive sea-
sons established last year.

With at least three regu-
lar season games and post
season play still to be com-
pleted, the Lady Indians have
a chance to extend the four-
year record significantly.

For those who may
wonder why the Indians did
not play at Holy Innocents,
this game and one with Lam-
bert High School were
scheduled for the Lady Indi-
ans in the absence of games
with the boys only Riverside
Military Academy now par-
ticipating in Region 8-A.

The home game with
Lambert scheduled for De-
cember 13 was postponed
due to bad weather and its
not known at press time
when or if the game will be
rescheduled as the Lady In-
dians await word from Lam-
bert as to whether they can
or desire to reschedule.

Jail to sign up to vote if
you’re not registered.

Early ballots can be
cast at the Board of Elec-
tions and Registration as
early as Feb. 21 at
91Berrong Street in
Hiawassee.

If approved, the
SPLOST would last no
longer than six years. It is
estimated to raise $12.7 mil-
lion to fund capital outlay
projects in the county and
the cities of Hiawassee and
Young Harris.

County projects com-
prise parks and recreation
improvements that include
acquisition, construction and
equipping a multi-purpose
recreational and community
building. It also includes
money for roads and bridges
improvements and may in-
clude pedestrian cross

walks, parking and capital
equipment.

Fire Department im-
provements also are on the list
of capital outlay projects to
include vehicles, equipment
facilities and fire hydrants.

Other projects include
construction and improve-
ments at public libraries, wa-
ter and sewer improvements,
including solid waste, storm
water management and ac-
companying equipment.

Public safety vehicles
and equipment including
ambulances also are on the
list of capital projects. The
SPLOST also includes
funds for industrial and eco-
nomic development.

The city of Hiawassee
intends to use its share of
SPLOST funds on parks
and recreation improve-
ments, a facelift for the

Downtown Square, eco-
nomic development, roads,
streets and bridges, which
could include sidewalks, a
bicycle path, pedestrian
cross walks and turn lanes.

Projects also include
fire hydrants and improved
fire protection facilities and
water lines and accompany-
ing equipment.

Projects for the city of
Young Harris include parks
and recreation improve-
ments, road, streets and
bridge improvements.
Those improvements could
include sidewalks, bicycle
paths, pedestrian cross
walks and capital equip-
ment. The city of Young
Harris also plans water and
sewer improvements includ-
ing fire hydrants, solid waste,
storm water management
and equipment.

growth.”   
Butterworth is cur-

rently the chairman of the
Senate Higher Education
Committee. He also serves
as Vice Chairman of the
powerful Senate Banking
and Financial Institutions
Committee and sits on the
Appropriations, Economic
Development, Natural Re-
sources, and State and Lo-
cal Governmental Opera-
tions committees for the
2011-2012 Term.

“I am honored to serve
the people of Georgia in my
capacity as a member of
these important committees,”
said Sen. Butterworth. “A
good education is the gate-
way to a successful future
and Georgia offers some of
the best colleges and univer-
sities in the nation.

“I look forward to
working with my colleagues
on legislation that addresses
issues with higher education,
ensuring we remain a leader
in post-secondary educa-
tion,” he said.

Focusing on creating

Butterworth...continued from page 1
an environment for busi-
nesses to grow and prosper
will be crucial this session,
Sen. Butterworth said.

“Our work on the eco-
nomic development com-
mittee will be vital in creat-
ing concise, solution-based
legislation,” he said.

Northeast Georgia is
home to some of the most
beautiful natural resources
the state has to offer, Sen.
Butterworth said.

“Protecting our water
supply is a constant priority
in Northeast Georgia,” he
said. “I’m excited to work
on the natural resources
committee, which evaluates
legislation that protects and
maintains our vital natural
resources.”

Senate President Pro
Tem Tommie Williams said
Sen. Butterworth’s inclusion
on key Senate committees
was vital.

“After numerous
meetings, and careful con-
sideration of the talents and
expertise of each of our
Senators, I feel strongly that

we have created strong, du-
rable committees that will
help to cultivate legislation
that is beneficial to all Geor-
gians,” Sen. Williams said.
“By using this transparent,
extensive process, we can
ensure that we are working
together and maximizing all
of our efforts in order to
bring Georgia through these
hard times and into a pros-
perous future.”

Senate Majority
Leader Chip Rogers said that
by giving the committee se-
lection process the attention
it deserves, he’s confident
that the result will be public
policy that stimulates
Georgia’s economy, puts
money back into the pock-
ets of hardworking citizens,
and improves the quality of
life for all Georgians.

“Though we have
many hard decisions to
make, we must put politics
aside to make Georgia a state
where families, businesses,
and communities can grow
and thrive,” Sen. Rogers
said.

Towns County topped
Commerce 32-8. Misty
Lindemuth and Madison
Johnson led the Lady Indi-
ans in the lopsided route with
9 points each.

“This is what it’s all about,”
Coach Lana Parker said, re-
garding her team’s triumph.

Johnson took the
opening tip and got things
started for the Lady Indians,
scoring the game’s first two
baskets, beginning at the 2:20
mark in the first quarter.

Commerce scored
their first point with a free
throw with 2.5 seconds left
in the first quarter. The Lady

TCMS Ladies...continued from page 1
Tigers could manage no
more points in the first half.

The Lady Indians went
in at the half with a com-
manding 16-1 lead.

As the second half got
underway, Lindemuth sank
a breakaway layup with
5:47 left in the third to lift the
Lady Indians to an 18-1 lead.

With 4:05 left in the
third, the Lady Tigers regis-
tered their first field goal of
the evening. Feeling good,
the Lady Tigers quickly con-
nected with another field
goal. However, the Lady
Indians took it from there,
finishing out the quarter with

a 20-5 lead.
Towns County outscored

Commerce 12-3 in the final
quarter to complete the route.

The experience was a
good one for the Lady Indi-
ans as Coach Parker ro-
tated her players in and out,
keeping experienced play-
ers fresh and giving younger
players some well earned
experience.

In the boys tournament,
the Indians didn’t fare quite
as well as the Lady Indians.

The No. 4 Seed Indi-
ans put up a fight before fall-
ing in the final frame to No.
1 Seed Banks County, 39-27.

Misty Lindemuth gets the third quarter rolling with a breakaway layup to put the Lady Indians in
command in Monday’s Regional basketball tournament at Lakeview Academy. Photo/James Reese
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come back and retrieve.”
Chief Wright says he’s

hot on the trail of those re-
sponsible for the burglaries.

“We’ve got some
strong leads in these cases,”
Chief Wright said. “What we
need is for someone who
might have seen something
in the early morning hours of
Jan. 4th and late Jan. 17th and
early Jan. 18th to call us and
tell us what they saw.”

Approximately $7,000 in
merchandise was taken from
the hardware during both bur-
glaries, the chief said.

“This isn’t a misde-

meanor case,” he said. “This
is a felony case because of
the value of the items taken.”

Chief Wright also asks
for persons who have been
approached about purchas-
ing new power tools and
lawn equipment to call his
office. Pawn shops should
be on the alert.

“We’re close to break-
ing this case, and we want
to get those responsible in
custody as soon as possible
before they try to do this type
of crime somewhere else,”
Chief Wright said.

Chief Wright has

stepped up patrols and is
keeping a close eye on
downtown businesses in the
wake of the burglaries.

“Unfortunately, we’re
in a down economy and
some people tend to take
desperate measures when-
ever that occurs,” Chief
Wright said. “We want folks
to know that we’re work-
ing hard to combat crime and
we need them to keep their
eyes open also.”

Anyone with informa-
tion that could aid in these
investigations, call Chief
Wright at (706) 896-2202.

among young people.
Saturday’s event was

the State Championship with
the top team advancing to
the World Festival in St.
Louis in late April.

With a theme of “Body
Forward,” teams of students
ages 9 to 14 explored the
cutting-edge world of bio-
medical engineering to dis-
cover innovative ways to
repair injuries, overcome
genetic predispositions and
maximize the body’s poten-
tial, with the purpose of lead-
ing happier, healthier lives.

Prior to Saturday, 337
teams competed in 12 quali-
fiers and three Super Re-
gional contests, involving a
total of 2,500 students. Us-
ing the qualifiers as an elimi-
nation process, the field was
narrowed to the 50 teams
that took part in the state
tournament on Saturday at
Georgia Tech.

The Kick ‘N’ Bots, a
group of five extraordinary
TCMS students took their
project to the next level at
the state championships.

After Saturday’s con-
test Michael Austin,
Danielle Diehl,  Gabe
Gilliland, Mia Manto and
Sunshine Wood, the TCMS
Robotics team, took home
the satisfaction of compet-
ing in Georgia FIRST
LEGO League Robotics
state tournament.

Early on in their quest,
the Bots’ robotics coach, Jo
Ray Van Vliet, provided
them with professional guid-
ance and encouragement to
lead the team to their first
state championship event.

Their project was
unique. The team used a
Google Inventor Application
program to develop a com-
munication device in concept
to aid Alzheimer’s patients.

The device would help
Alzheimer’s patients when
they look at their telephone,
giving them the date, advis-
ing them of their day’s
schedule and even provide
GPS support.

It also includes tele-
phone numbers of people
they may need to contact, in-

cluding pictures of the people
beside the numbers. When
they click on the person’s pic-
ture, it gives the Alzheimer’s
patient information about
who the person is and their
contact information.

The robotic concept
the team developed was op-
erated on a course designed
to mimic parts of the human
body and had to be built and
programmed by the team to
complete as many of the 14
specific tasks as it could in
less than two and a half min-
utes in order to score points.

“Last summer when
Jo Ray Van Vliet sent me
an e-mail and wanted to
bring this program to the
school, we got excited
about it,” Principal Berrong
said. “We thought it was
something that we could
build on.

“We had no expecta-
tions of winning anything; we
thought if we got to go and
compete it would be good for
the kids,” he said. “What
they’ve done this year is
truly impressive.”

Jo Ray Van Vliet, Sunshine Wood, Mia Manto, Michael Austin and TCMS Principal Darren Berrong
pose during the LEGO League Robotics tournament in Atlanta on Saturday. Photo/James Reese

that included many miles of
travel for the Lady Indians.
They had endured some 300
miles in two days on a
school bus with a round trip
to Social Circle plus a game
on Friday and the trip to
Holy Innocents on Saturday.

The win at Social
Circle on Friday established
what is believed to be a
school record for the best
start to a season for a Towns
County High School basket-
ball team.

It appears that the best
prior season opening record
was established 59 years ago
by the 1952 edition of the
Lady Indians.

If the recorded infor-
mation is in chronological
order and complete, the
Lady Indians began that sea-
son on an 18-0 run before
falling in consecutive games
to Ellijay and Hayesville.

The three wins for the
week also give the Lady In-
dians 96 wins during the last
four seasons and counting,
tying the record for most
wins in four consecutive sea-
sons established last year.

With at least three regu-
lar season games and post
season play still to be com-
pleted, the Lady Indians have
a chance to extend the four-
year record significantly.

For those who may
wonder why the Indians did
not play at Holy Innocents,
this game and one with Lam-
bert High School were
scheduled for the Lady Indi-
ans in the absence of games
with the boys only Riverside
Military Academy now par-
ticipating in Region 8-A.

The home game with
Lambert scheduled for De-
cember 13 was postponed
due to bad weather and its
not known at press time
when or if the game will be
rescheduled as the Lady In-
dians await word from Lam-
bert as to whether they can
or desire to reschedule.

Jail to sign up to vote if
you’re not registered.

Early ballots can be
cast at the Board of Elec-
tions and Registration as
early as Feb. 21 at
91Berrong Street in
Hiawassee.

If approved, the
SPLOST would last no
longer than six years. It is
estimated to raise $12.7 mil-
lion to fund capital outlay
projects in the county and
the cities of Hiawassee and
Young Harris.

County projects com-
prise parks and recreation
improvements that include
acquisition, construction and
equipping a multi-purpose
recreational and community
building. It also includes
money for roads and bridges
improvements and may in-
clude pedestrian cross

walks, parking and capital
equipment.

Fire Department im-
provements also are on the list
of capital outlay projects to
include vehicles, equipment
facilities and fire hydrants.

Other projects include
construction and improve-
ments at public libraries, wa-
ter and sewer improvements,
including solid waste, storm
water management and ac-
companying equipment.

Public safety vehicles
and equipment including
ambulances also are on the
list of capital projects. The
SPLOST also includes
funds for industrial and eco-
nomic development.

The city of Hiawassee
intends to use its share of
SPLOST funds on parks
and recreation improve-
ments, a facelift for the

Downtown Square, eco-
nomic development, roads,
streets and bridges, which
could include sidewalks, a
bicycle path, pedestrian
cross walks and turn lanes.

Projects also include
fire hydrants and improved
fire protection facilities and
water lines and accompany-
ing equipment.

Projects for the city of
Young Harris include parks
and recreation improve-
ments, road, streets and
bridge improvements.
Those improvements could
include sidewalks, bicycle
paths, pedestrian cross
walks and capital equip-
ment. The city of Young
Harris also plans water and
sewer improvements includ-
ing fire hydrants, solid waste,
storm water management
and equipment.

growth.”   
Butterworth is cur-

rently the chairman of the
Senate Higher Education
Committee. He also serves
as Vice Chairman of the
powerful Senate Banking
and Financial Institutions
Committee and sits on the
Appropriations, Economic
Development, Natural Re-
sources, and State and Lo-
cal Governmental Opera-
tions committees for the
2011-2012 Term.

“I am honored to serve
the people of Georgia in my
capacity as a member of
these important committees,”
said Sen. Butterworth. “A
good education is the gate-
way to a successful future
and Georgia offers some of
the best colleges and univer-
sities in the nation.

“I look forward to
working with my colleagues
on legislation that addresses
issues with higher education,
ensuring we remain a leader
in post-secondary educa-
tion,” he said.

Focusing on creating
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an environment for busi-
nesses to grow and prosper
will be crucial this session,
Sen. Butterworth said.

“Our work on the eco-
nomic development com-
mittee will be vital in creat-
ing concise, solution-based
legislation,” he said.

Northeast Georgia is
home to some of the most
beautiful natural resources
the state has to offer, Sen.
Butterworth said.

“Protecting our water
supply is a constant priority
in Northeast Georgia,” he
said. “I’m excited to work
on the natural resources
committee, which evaluates
legislation that protects and
maintains our vital natural
resources.”

Senate President Pro
Tem Tommie Williams said
Sen. Butterworth’s inclusion
on key Senate committees
was vital.

“After numerous
meetings, and careful con-
sideration of the talents and
expertise of each of our
Senators, I feel strongly that

we have created strong, du-
rable committees that will
help to cultivate legislation
that is beneficial to all Geor-
gians,” Sen. Williams said.
“By using this transparent,
extensive process, we can
ensure that we are working
together and maximizing all
of our efforts in order to
bring Georgia through these
hard times and into a pros-
perous future.”

Senate Majority
Leader Chip Rogers said that
by giving the committee se-
lection process the attention
it deserves, he’s confident
that the result will be public
policy that stimulates
Georgia’s economy, puts
money back into the pock-
ets of hardworking citizens,
and improves the quality of
life for all Georgians.

“Though we have
many hard decisions to
make, we must put politics
aside to make Georgia a state
where families, businesses,
and communities can grow
and thrive,” Sen. Rogers
said.

Towns County topped
Commerce 32-8. Misty
Lindemuth and Madison
Johnson led the Lady Indi-
ans in the lopsided route with
9 points each.

“This is what it’s all about,”
Coach Lana Parker said, re-
garding her team’s triumph.

Johnson took the
opening tip and got things
started for the Lady Indians,
scoring the game’s first two
baskets, beginning at the 2:20
mark in the first quarter.

Commerce scored
their first point with a free
throw with 2.5 seconds left
in the first quarter. The Lady

TCMS Ladies...continued from page 1
Tigers could manage no
more points in the first half.

The Lady Indians went
in at the half with a com-
manding 16-1 lead.

As the second half got
underway, Lindemuth sank
a breakaway layup with
5:47 left in the third to lift the
Lady Indians to an 18-1 lead.

With 4:05 left in the
third, the Lady Tigers regis-
tered their first field goal of
the evening. Feeling good,
the Lady Tigers quickly con-
nected with another field
goal. However, the Lady
Indians took it from there,
finishing out the quarter with

a 20-5 lead.
Towns County outscored

Commerce 12-3 in the final
quarter to complete the route.

The experience was a
good one for the Lady Indi-
ans as Coach Parker ro-
tated her players in and out,
keeping experienced play-
ers fresh and giving younger
players some well earned
experience.

In the boys tournament,
the Indians didn’t fare quite
as well as the Lady Indians.

The No. 4 Seed Indi-
ans put up a fight before fall-
ing in the final frame to No.
1 Seed Banks County, 39-27.

Misty Lindemuth gets the third quarter rolling with a breakaway layup to put the Lady Indians in
command in Monday’s Regional basketball tournament at Lakeview Academy. Photo/James Reese

member Bert Schafer, who 
will share information about 
his painting process on wood 
that looks just like fabric or a 
quilt!

The Mountain Regional 
Arts and Crafts Guild Inc. is a 
private, non-profit organization 
founded in 1988 to promote 
and encourage arts and crafts in 
the region. The Guild has over 
70 members, many of whom 
also teach classes and sell their 
hand-made items in the retail 
outlet called ArtWorks Artisan 
Centre, which opened in 2006. 
Please see the website at www.

mtnregartscraftsguild.org for 
more information.

For other information 
please contact Bonny Herman, 
Publicity Committee Chair, 
at 706-379-0944 or via email 
at bon3bon@windstream.net, 
RSVPs are not necessary.


