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Local Weather
and

Lake Levels

Thur: Cloudy                    40   22
Fri:  Cloudy                  38   22
Sat:  Snow                      41   23
Sun: Sunny                    44   24
Mon: Flurries                   44   25
Tue: Cloudy                    47   30
Wed: Cloudy                   47   29

Upstream  Elevation
Predicted
2/10/10

Lake Chatuge          1919.30
Lake Nottely           1763.00
Blue Ridge             1672.60
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The Towns County
Herald wants to make a dif-
ference during hard times.

For those currently
unemployed, Senior Citizens
and U.S. Military veterans,
the Herald offers $5 sub-
scriptions for 1 year. That’s
a savings of $21 off the
newstand price.

This offer extends to
residents of Towns and
Union counties in Georgia
and Clay County, NC.

Simply bring proof of
unemployment status; a
simple Photo ID will suffice
for Senior Citizens.

Veterans must provide
proof of U.S. Military service.

The Herald also offers
$10 subscriptions for new
subscribers from Towns and
Union counties in Georgia
and Clay County, NC.

At the end of one year,
those subscribers can re-
new at a rate of $15.

Again, we hope to
make a difference when
folks need it the most.

By Jessica Keaton
TOWNS COUNTY HERALD
jessica.tcherald@brmemc.net

...

See Floodplain,  page 2A

By Charles Duncan
TOWNS COUNTY HERALD
charlesduncan@brmemc.net

The monthly mobile
food distribution for families
in need will be held at North
Mt. Zion Church of God on
Friday, Feb. 12th from 10
a.m. to noon. This outdoor
food distribution will be held
in the rear parking lot of
North Mt. Zion Church of
God on Scataway, rain or
shine.

Food
Distribution

See Legislation, page 5A

See Fields, page 3A

State Sen. Jim Butterworth

State Senate District
50 Sen. Jim Butterworth un-
veiled legislation on Monday
promoting continued trans-
parency and savings in gov-
ernment. 

The Transparency in
Government Act of 2010 is
designed to enhance report-
ing requirements of the pub-
lic information Web site,
open.georgia.gov.

The Paper Reduction
Act is an effort to bring cost
savings by reducing the un-
necessary, wasteful use of
paper and increase elec-
tronic distribution and publi-
cation practices.

The legislation encour-
ages the state to take advan-
tage of 21st century technol-
ogy and conserve natural
resources.

Ultimately, the legisla-
tion could save taxpayers mil-
lions in print and paper costs.

“Economic struggles
encourage efficiency and the
Paper Reduction Act is just
one small way to save money
and bring state government
into the 21st century,” said
Butterworth, who repre-
sents Towns, Banks,
Franklin, Habersham, Hart,
Rabun, and Stephens coun-

Senator unveils key
to taxpayer savings

ties and part of White
County.

“Increasing transpar-
ency and enhancing
open.georgia.gov is a priority
of mine and will allow the pub-
lic the information they de-
serve,” the Clarkesville Re-
publican  said.

Georgia’s Lt. Gov.
Casey Cagle, who attended
the press conference, over-
whelmingly supported the
legislation unveiled by Sen.
Butterworth.

“I applaud Sen. Jim
Butterworth for his work
and leadership to bring sav-
ings and enhance transpar-
ency in state government,”
Lt. Gov. Cagle said in a re-
lease to the Towns County
Herald. 

”In this economy, ev-
ery dollar counts and that is
why we need to identify ev-
ery avenue possible to save

Young Harris College
is gearing up to host one of
the world’s most renowned
scientists, Dr. Jane Goodall.

If the name sounds fa-
miliar, it’s because her work
with chimpanzees has been
documented in books, mov-
ies, and various aspects of
popular culture. Founding
the “Roots & Shoots” pro-
gram, Dr. Goodall supports
youth conservation efforts.
A “Roots and Shoots” chap-
ter was recently founded at
Young Harris College.

This year marks a
monumental milestone for Dr.
Goodall and JGI. Fifty years
ago, Dr. Goodall, who is today
a world-renowned primatolo-
gist, conservationist and hu-
manitarian, first set foot on the
shores of Lake Tanganyika, in
what is now Tanzania’s
Gombe National Park.

Dr. Goodall began her
landmark study of chimpan-
zees in what is now Tanza-
nia under the mentorship of
famed anthropologist and
paleontologist Dr. Louis
Leakey. Her work at Gombe
Stream would become the
foundation of future primato-
logical research and redefine
the relationship between hu-
mans and animals.

The chimpanzee behav-
ioral research she pioneered
there has produced a wealth
of scientific discovery, and her
vision has expanded into a glo-
bal mission to empower
people to make a difference
for all living things.

Dr. Goodall’s evening
lecture, entitled “Gombe 50:
Celebrating Dr. Jane
Goodall’s Extraordinary
Legacy,” includes fascinat-
ing stories about her
groundbreaking work with
chimpanzees. In addition,
she will discuss details about
the JGI’s innovative commu-
nity-centered conservation
projects in Africa and its glo-
bal environmental and hu-
manitarian youth program,
Jane Goodall’s Roots &
Shoots.

The program engages

young people from preschool
through college to take posi-
tive action in their communi-
ties and beyond.

The lecture begins at
7 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 18th

in Glenn Auditorium. Tick-
ets for the general public are
$10.

Tickets are limited, so
be sure and secure your
seats quickly. They became
available by phone at (706)
379-4307, or in person at the
Young Harris College Box
Office on Monday. Tickets
also are available online at
www.yhc.edu/tickets.

A book signing will fol-
low the lecture in the audi-
torium lobby. Dr. Goodall’s
books, as well as JGI mer-
chandise and memberships,
will be available for pur-
chase at the book signing.

Young Harris College welcomes Dr. Jane Goodall to Glenn
Auditorium on Feb. 18. Tickets are $10. Photo/Goodall Institute

Goodall coming Feb. 18 to YHC

The 2010 TCHS Bas-
ketball Homecoming cer-
emony was fast and furious,
but that also describes its
Homecoming Queen.

On the basketball court
she is furious and on the cross
country trail she is fast.

Senior Missy Conrad
was elected queen following
the processional of king and
queen nominees from the vari-
ous grade levels.

Amy Vardeman, 2009
Football Queen and Tiffany
Garrett, Football Queen Runner-
Up did the crowning honors.

The 2010 Basketball
Runner-Up was Alex
Bohannon, another senior.

Others seniors in the
queen’s court were, Ashley
Chastain, Heather Hamilton,
Kerri Abernathy. In the king’s
court, Parker Bradshaw, John
Bleckley, Austin Arrowood
and Ethan Burch.  The 2010
TCHS Basketball King was
John Bleckley.

The Junior Princess
Court was represented by
Alexa Arencibia, Kristin
Fuhs, Brittany Walls and
Ginny Rhoades.

The Court of Princes
was Aaron Bradshaw, Brett

Bradshaw, Bradley Swanson
and Nik Rhoades.  Alexa
Arencibia and Brett Bradshaw
were crowned as Junior Prin-
cess and Prince.

Representing the
Sophomore Princess Court
were Kindle Moss, Ali
Bleckley, Countney Farmer
and the Prince Court was
Dakota Barrett, Zack Stroud
and Cody Smedley. Ali
Bleckley and Stroud were
crowned Princess and
Prince.

The Freshman Prin-
cess Court was represented
by Megan Ellis and Claire
Wilson, while Ryan Tallent
and Tyler Hoffman made up

the Prince Court. Crowned
Princess and Prince were
Wilson and Hoffman.

Prior to the accolades
honoring the students, the
audience was asked to help
fill the buckets that were
passed around by the cheer-
leaders for earthquake re-
lief in Haiti.

In a show of support
for the victims of the earth-
quake, participants wore a
red ribbon.

 At press time the ex-
act amount collected was
not known but if history re-
peated itself, the generosity
of Towns County will be in-
spiring to say the least.

By Jim Bryant
TOWNS COUNTY HERALD
sports.tcherald@brmemc.net

Conrad crowned 2010 Queen

TCHS 2010 Basketball Queen, Missy Conrad is surrounded
by princesses (L-R) Claire Wilson, Alexa Arencibia and Ali
Bleckley. Photo/Jim and Lisa Bryant

FEMA grants Kendall’s request for more time

The Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency
has said “yes” to a request
by Towns County Sole Com-
missioner Bill Kendall to de-
lay the due date for the
county’s compliance with
FEMA’s floodplain study for
Lake Chatuge.

Kendall received writ-
ten approval of his request
on Monday that temporarily
delays the feds’ completion
of an updated Flood Insur-
ance Study (FIS) and Digi-
tal Flood Insurance Rate
Map (DFIRM) for Towns
County.

“It is imperative that
we stop these inaccurate
maps which will greatly di-
minish the value of our resi-
dents’ property and would
require very expensive flood
insurance,” Commissioner
Kendall said.  “This also

would substantially decrease
our tax digest and would re-
sult in other residents with
property outside the flood
zone paying more of the cost
of government and
schools.”

The delay granted by
FEMA allows Kendall to
move forward with the ac-
quisition of aerial Light De-
tention and Ranging
(LiDAR) data to make for
a more accurate Digital
Flood Insurance Rate Map
for Towns County.

Kendall entered into a
memorandum of agreement
with FEMA to schedule an
aerial fly date within March
to ensure that data is col-
lected during a time when
the leaves are still off the
trees and while Lake
Chatuge remains at its win-
ter pool level.

The predicted pool
level for the lake on Wednes-
day was 1,919.30 according

to the Tennessee Valley
Authority’s pool level chart
for Lake Chatuge.

“In the event Towns
County is unable to meet the
schedule requirements out-
lined within this agreement,
Towns County will be able
to use the LiDAR data ac-
quired as leverage for future
flood study updates,” ac-
cording to Collis Brown,
state Floodplain Manage-
ment Coordinator.

“We appreciate your
cooperation in this matter as
well as your willingness to
assist the state and FEMA
in updating Towns County’s
flood map to reflect the
most accurate flood risk,”
Brown said. “It is the pri-
mary objective of the state
and FEMA to update
Georgia’s flood maps to re-
flect current flood risks us-
ing the most accurate data
available.”

FEMA and DNR

were prepared to use inac-
curate data until Commis-
sioner Kendall agreed to
fund the acquisition of high-
tech LiDAR data to save
county taxpayers thousands
of dollars that they would
have spent on flood insur-
ance if the county were
forced to submit to the use
of the inaccurate data.

The cost of the LiDAR
data acquisition: between
$50,000 and $100,000, Com-

missioner Kendall said.
Ultimately, Commis-

sioner Kendall said he feels
it is appropriate to use gen-
eral funds if necessary to
correct the inaccurate map
data problem because ev-
erybody wins.

“This issue which we
were not aware of until two
to three months ago has
been very time consuming
and frustrating,” he said.
“However, the ultimate im-
portance of this critical data
to the county and city prop-
erty owners is of such mag-
nitude that we must do ev-
erything possible to correct
the problem.”

Towns County’s pro-
posed floodplain maps, rife
with errors, are not unique
to Towns County but are
nationwide, Commissioner
Kendall said.

“Accurate LiDAR

Commissioner Bill Kendall

County agrees to rent
land for recreation
By Charles Duncan
TOWNS COUNTY HERALD
charlesduncan@brmemc.net

Always in search of
property for additional ath-
letic fields, Towns County
Sole Commissioner Bill
Kendall has agreed to lease
property from the Industrial
Development Authority for
the Towns County Recre-
ation Department.

“It is common knowl-
edge that we don’t have
enough athletic fields,” Com-
missioner Kendall said. “I
got together with the Indus-
trial Authority and they have
agreed to lease unused prop-
erty for the use of temporary
athletic fields.”

C o m m i s s i o n e r
Kendall, Authority Chairman
Morris Phillips and the en-
tire Industrial Authority
Board, as well as Wes
Hooper, Towns County Rec-
reation Director, all ex-
pressed their full support for
this move as a temporary fix
for the need of athletic fields
Towns County youth.

However, both Kendall
and Phillips emphasized that

the Industrial Park Property
must be retained for Indus-
trial Development while the
authority continues to work
to bring in much-needed jobs
for Towns County residents.

“The lease agreement
states that either party may
terminate the lease with a
30-day notice,” Commis-
sioner Kendall said.

During his campaign
for Sole Commissioner,
Kendall expressed the need

Chairman Morris PhillipsPancake
Supper

Please support Towns
County High School  Schol-
arships, our Food Pantry and
Towns County Lions Club
eyeglass project by attend-
ing the pancake supper on
Tuesday, Feb. 16th.

Ticket price is $5. The
supper  is scheduled from
4:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. at the
Hiawassee United Method-
ist Church on Hwy. 76 in
Hiawassee.

Tickets to the event can
be purchased from any Towns
County Lions Club member.

For more details, call
Ken Fuller at (706) 781-
4661.

...


