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for the Democratic nod for
Secretary of State. Buckner
lost in her bid four years ago
to become Secretary of
State to Karen Handel, who
did not complete her full
term as Secretary of State,
rather opting to run for gov-
ernor. Buckner took 35 per-
cent of the vote in the
Democratic Primary to 22.6
percent for Sinkfield.

The July 20 primary did
settle two local races:
Enotah Judicial Circuit Dis-

trict Attorney and State Sen-
ate District 50. Jeff Langley
will be the circuit’s new Dis-
trict Attorney as he de-
feated Raymond George in
three of the four counties
that make up the circuit, in-
cluding Towns County.

State Sen. Jim
Butterworth returns to the Gold
Dome after soundly defeating
his challenger Terry Rogers in
six of the eight counties that
make up the 50th Senate Dis-
trict, including Towns County.

Mississippi and Alabama as
well.

The amazing fact of
this year’s event, children
and adults alike withstood
the near 100-degree tem-
peratures in the carnival
area as they enjoyed the
rides.

The reason, Thomason
theorizes is that even though
the economy continues at a
stale pace, families under-
stand the value of having a
good time.

At the Fair, families
are getting the biggest bang
for the buck. With first class
musical performances, car-
nival rides, unique attrac-
tions and a glimpse into
North Georgia’s rich history
and culture, the Fair provides
something for every mem-
ber of the family.

“The Fair is very af-
fordable and no where else
are you going to find this
much entertainment for $9
a day per person,” she said.

The musical lineup for
the first week has included
headliners Roy Clark, T.
Graham Brown, Brenda Lee
and The Bellamy Brothers.

It has also featured
regional talent that includes
Country River, Freddie Way
and Tommy Townsend. For
the most part, Anderson
Music Hall has been
packed. And music fans
must remember this: each
seat during the Fair is a Gen-
eral Admission seat – there’s
no saving seats.

Headliners for the rest of
the Fair include Gene Watson,
Jim Ed Brown and Helen
Cornelius, Billy Joe Royal and

Earl Thomas Conley.
Thursday is Bluegrass

Day featuring Mountain
Heart, Paul Williams & Vic-
tory Trio, Little Roy Lewis
& Elizabeth “Lizzy” Long.

Local and regional tal-
ent for the rest of the week
includes Jim Wood and the
Georgia Mountain Fair
Band, James Childers and
the Scataway Pickers and
Steven Phillips and Midnight
Express.

Wednesday is Cus-
tomer Appreciation Day
with patrons getting in for $8
all day. Also on Wednesday,
the Georgia Mountain
Recipe Showcase featuring
Heritage Days, for competi-
tors ages 70 and over. If
you’re competing in the
Recipe Showcase, you get
in free.

playing a George Strait-
brand of Country Music.

Thurmond, accompa-
nied by his father Roger
Thurmond and his brother
Tim Thurmond, said that his
father started the band when
he and his brother were just
young boys.

“We’ve been playing
together for a long time,”
Tom Thurmond said. “Ever
since my brother and I were
about 8 years old. It’s been
a heck of a lot of fun over
the years.”

On Friday, Little Miss
Dynamite, Brenda Lee, also
a Georgia native, sounded out
the hits that made her a star
in both the Pop and Country
Music genres. She’s the only
Georgian in both the Rock ‘N
Roll and Country Music Hall
of Fames.

“I can’t tell you how
special it is to be here in
Hiawassee, Georgia,” said
Lee, an Atlanta native. “I’ve
performed in 86 different
countries and all over the
United States. But there’s
nothing like performing in
front of the home folks.”

Another Georgian
kicked off the day for Lee.
Freddie Way, one of the ris-
ing stars of Country Music
and a native of Cornelia, told
the crowd that it was an honor
opening for Brenda Lee.

“She’s a legend,” he
said. “It’s an honor to
share the same stage with
her.”

On Saturday, The
Brothers Bellamy took the
stage.

One thing is for cer-
tain, one of the most suc-
cessful duos in Pop and
Country Music brought a

capacity crowd to its feet
after playing the bulk of its
14 No. 1 hits. Those songs
included If I Said You Had
a Beautiful Body (Would
You Hold It Against Me),
Sugar Daddy, Redneck
Girl, Dancing  Cowboys,
For All the Wrong Rea-
sons, Old Hippie, Reggae
Cowboy, and Kids of the
Baby Boom.

The Brothers or
what’s left of them as
Howard Bellamy jokingly
said, love to bring their
Grammy-nominated act to
the stage. They love Geor-
gia and they especially love
the folks who come to
Hiawassee.

“Y’all are a diehard
bunch of fans,” David
Bellamy quipped to the
crowd. “Thank you all for
being here.”

The Brothers engaged
the crowd urging fans to
sing along as they belted out
their legendary list of songs.
The duo received a warm
welcome from those in at-
tendance. In the 1990s, Bill-
board named the Bellamy
Brothers as Top Country

Duo; in addition, the broth-
ers eventually went on to set
the record for most duo
nominations from both the
Academy of Country Music
and the Country Music As-
sociation, despite having
never won either duo award.

Union County native
Tommy Townsend, now of
Nashville, Tenn., opened for
The Bellamy Brothers.

He concentrated on
his local ties to the North
Georgia Mountains. He
wasn’t shy about telling that
he was born in Towns
County, but raised in
Blairsville.

“How many of you
here tonight are locals?”
Townsend asked the crowd.

A loud cheer echoed
throughout Anderson Music
Hall.

“I’m proud to be here
to perform for you tonight,”
he said.

On Monday evening,
the legendary Ray Price
wooed the capacity crowd
with his collection of all-time
favorites that included For
The Good Times, Danny
Boy and Release Me.

Ray Price croons For The Good Times. Photo/Lowell Nicholson

vied for the crown and all
gave an outstanding effort in
competition, which included
interview, swimsuit, evening
gown, and stage question.
Other contestants include
Paige Brewster, 19, of
Hiawassee; Kayla Hyatt, 18,
of Hiawassee, Kailyn
Crouch, 20, of Murphy, NC,
Shelby Connor, 18, of
Hayesville, Ali Jones, 19, of
Young Harris and Tiffany
Edge, 18, of Hiawassee.

Miranda Carballo,

2009’s Miss Georgia Moun-
tain Fair, said that the last
year has been quite an ex-
perience for her.

Her highlights have in-
cluded meeting Willie
Nelson on Halloween, and
representing the Georgia
Mountain Fair in the 2010
Fairest of the Fair Pageant
held in Atlanta.

In her final farewell as
Miss Georgia Mountain Fair,
Miranda Carballo told the
crowd that family is the most

important aspect of life. She
always will remember her
family at the Georgia Moun-
tain Fair.

“The people who
make up the Georgia Moun-
tain Fair are a like a second
family to me,” she said. “I’ll
never say good-bye.”

For the next year,
Victoria is sure to capture the
same warm feelings about
being 2010’s Miss Georgia
Mountain Fair as she expe-
riences the thrill of the title.

Miss Georgia Mountain Fair 2010, Young Harris College’s Victorica Neisler is accompanied by First
Runner-up Brittany Lee (R) and Jessie Carballo (L) at  Anderson Music Hall on Monday night. Below,
the nine beautiful contestants compete in the Evening Gown Competition. Photo/Lowell Nicholson

Thanks to all the com-
munity participation in this 
year’s Chili Cook-off the 
Towns County Fire Corps was 
able to supply an AED (Auto-
matic Energized Defibrillator) 
for Station #1 Fire Station in 
Hiawassee, along with 3 sets 
of turnout gear and 2 pairs 
of boots for our fire depart-
ment. The cook-off was held 
on Saturday, May 29, 2010 on 
the square in Hiawassee with 
many volunteers from Fire 
Corps, Red Cross, and the Fire 
Department making it a suc-
cessful fund-raiser.

This AED will be as-
signed to Utility 1 (Station 
1- Hiawassee) that is used 
to respond to medical assist 
calls. The Department now 
has AED's assigned to Rescue 
units at Station 1 (Hiawassee), 
Station 2 (Young Harris), Sta-
tion 4 (High Tower), Station 
5 (High River) and Engine 3 
(Bald Mtn Park) 

Recently Firefighters 
Ledford and Beck used the 
AED on Rescue 1 to success-
fully convert a heart attack 
victim in the Hiawassee area. 
The individual was able to re-
turn home in just a few days 
and is expected to fully recov-
er. Approximately 2 years ago 
Firefighter Wayne Nelson used 
an AED in the High River area 
to convert a patient in full car-
diac arrest. That individual is 

alive and doing well today as 
a result of the quick use of an 

Seen in front of Station 1’s Fire Safety truck with the AED are Firefighter Cory Ledford, Fire Chief Mitch 
Floyd, Fire Corps President Brenda Hunt, Fire Corps V.P. Dr. Bill Wendel, and Station 1 Captain Terry 
Parker.

Chili cookoff money buys AED for Fire Department

AED and citizen administered 
CPR. T(Jul28,G1)SH

DANCE  at the Clay 
County Senior Center, 196 
Ritter Road, Hayesville, NC,  
Friday, August 6,  from 7 p.m. 
to 9:30 p.m. Music  by Swing 
Time Band.  Playing Foxtrots,  
Waltzes, Latins, Line Dances, 
Country, Rock,  and Polkas. 

For more information 
call: (828) 389-9271. (828) 
369-9155 or (828) 586-6373. 
T(Jul28,H1)SH

Dance at CCSC

The North Georgia 
Technical College Foundation 
Board of Trustees has received 
an anonymous donation of 
$20,000 for an endowed schol-
arship.  Beginning Fall Quar-
ter, 2010, the interest from this 
endowment will be available 
to veterans in need of finan-
cial assistance to attend North 
Georgia Technical College. 
The deadline to apply for the 
Veterans Scholarship is Tues-
day, September 7, 2010.

Applicants for this 
scholarship must meet the fol-
lowing criteria:

Be an honorably dis-
charged United States Vet-
eran.

Complete an application 
for State and Federal Financial 
Assistance (FASFA).

Have an unmet financial 
need.

Maintain a cumulative 
GPA of 3.0 or better and a work 
ethic grade of at least 2.0.

Complete Veterans En-
dowed Scholarship Application.

Write a brief statement 
of financial need and future 
career goals and how further 
training will make these ambi-
tions achievable.

Submit letter of recom-
mendation from advisor, in-
structor or employer.

Submit a letter of appre-
ciation to the Foundation Office 
to be forwarded to the anony-
mous scholarship donors.

“We are proud to have 
this opportunity to serve those 
who have served this country,” 
said NGTC President Steve 
Dougherty. 

Last year over 100 
NGTC students were recipi-
ents of Foundation monies 
that allowed them to receive 
a quality education on one of 
the three NGTC campuses.  
Individuals and organizations 
are invited to contribute to this 
and other Foundation schol-
arships awarded to students 
based on availability of funds.  
Your tax deductible donation 
provides resources to students 
in your community interested 

in completing a diploma, cer-
tificate or associates degree 
that is their hope for improv-
ing their lives and those of 
their families.

Anyone interested in 
learning more about the Veter-

ans Scholarship or the Founda-
tion should call 706-754-7714 
or email cbrown@northgat-
ech.edu.  You may also visit 
the NGTC website at www.
northgatech.edu to apply for 
financial aid online. N(Jul28,Z1)SH

Veterans scholarships now available at NGTC

Chatuge Regional Nurs-
ing Home is in the process 
of creating a cookbook to 
raise money for activities. We 
would like to have as many of 
our current and past residents 

Chatuge Nursing Home needs recipes
represented in our cookbook 
as possible. Anyone wish-
ing to submit a recipe for the 
cookbook, please bring it to 
the nursing home or fax it to 
(706) 896-5784. T(Jul28,F1)SH


