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OPINIONS & COMMENITA

"The end of the year may be coming fast,
but there's still time to make a difference!”

From the desk of Ralph T. Hudgens

Georgia’s Insurance and Fire Commissioner

Insurance and Safety
Fire Commissioner Ralph T.
Hudgens and the Georgia State
Fire Marshal urge parents to
protect their children (and
themselves) from the dangers
of fireworks during the New
Year’s holiday.

Georgia law defines pro-
hibited fireworks to include all
fireworks, with the exception
of: “Wire or wood sparklers
of 100 grams or less of mix-
ture per item; other sparkling
items which are non-explosive
and non-aerial and contain
75 grams or less of chemical
compound per tube or a total
of 200 grams or less for mul-
tiple tubes; snake and glow
worms; trick noise makers
which include paper streamers,
party poppers, string poppers,
snappers, and drop pops each
consisting of 0.25 grains or
less of explosive mixture.”

Commissioner Hudgens
reminds Georgians that spar-
klers, although legal in Geor-
gia, should be used properly
outdoors in a clear area and
with adult supervision. If a
legal device has failed to per-
form properly, do not attempt
to re-ignite it.

The sale and individual
use of any type of firework,
except certain kinds of spar-
klers, is illegal in Georgia. In
Georgia, it is unlawful for any

person to sell any legal device
to individuals under the age
of 18 years. Individuals pur-
chasing items are required to
provide proper identification to
the seller at the time of the sale.
Proper identification is consid-
ered any document issued by a
governmental agency contain-
ing a description of the person,
such person's photograph, or
both, and giving such person's
date of birth.

The penalties for illegal
fireworks are a maximum fine
of up to $1,000 and/or a sen-
tence of up to one year in jail.
Professional fireworks dis-
plays are permitted provided
they are licensed through the
local judge of probate court.

“According to the Na-
tional Fire Protection As-
sociation’s latest published
data, U.S. hospital emergency
rooms treated an estimated
8,800 people for fireworks
related injuries,” Hudgens
said. “Approximately 39% of
these injuries occurred among
children age 14 years and
younger.”

“Yes, it is traditional to
celebrate the coming of the
New Year with fireworks,”
Hudgens said. “However, |
encourage our citizens to enjoy
them safely by using legal de-
vices as they mark the arrival
of the New Year - 2012.”

RARE KIDS;

WELL DONE

By Don Jacobsen

Have you ever heard
of “Don’t Argue With Your
Kids Week”? Well, you might.
We’re working to get it added
to the Official List of Com-
memorative Weeks during the
first week of January each year.
We think it would be a helpful
motivator for parents.

To refresh your memory,
it would join such notable cel-
ebrations as, National Dairy
Goat Awareness Week (2nd
week of June), National Re-
turn Carts to the Supermarket
Week (1st week in February)
and Carpenter Ant Aware-
ness Week (3rd week in June).
There are others, but they mer-
it mention here even less than
these. By comparison, Don’t
Argue With Your Kids Week
is one week we hope will be
taken seriously by America’s
parents. Arguing with your
kids is such a non-profit idea.
If you argue with your young-
ster one of you will win; it
won’t be you.

Here’s why: Arguing
undermines so many of your
long-range goals for your fam-
ily. It steals the authority you
have as a parent. It compro-
mises the respect you want
your family members to have
for each other. It teaches kids
the wrong way to settle dis-
putes. It creates winners and
losers, and when people love

each other they work for a
win/win.

I’m often asked, Why is
my youngster SO argumenta-
tive? The fact is, if your 11-
year old doesn’t agree with
your decision, he isn’t likely
to agree with your reason for
making it. By allowing him to
push the topic from decree to
argument, you allow him to
set the terms of engagement.
When you cite the reasons for
your decision you give him
reason to push back and try to
convince you you’re wrong.

So Suzy asks: “Dad, can
I go to the ‘Drop Dead’ concert
next Saturday night with some
of my friends?” If the answer
is a 3-point explanation of
why she can’t, the stage is set
for her to do battle with your
three points. Better, something
like, “Honey, you’re mom and
I have considered your request
and our answer is No. Next
topic?”

So you’re looking for a
good New Year’s Resolution?
You just found it: “I resolve to
be a leader in my family and
not argue with my kids for a
week” (or a month — and by
then you will have found so
much joy that the habit will be
broken).

Send your  parent-
ing questions to: DrDon@
rarekids.net.
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AsK

Consumer i

Dear Consumer Ed: My hus-
band signed a contract for re-
placing our flooring that did
not include the dates of service,
payment schedule or whether
the company would be respon-
sible for disposing of the old
flooring. They have not started
the work yet. Can I change the
contract before they start?

A: This is a legal ques-
tion, so the first thing you need
to do is consult with an attor-
ney about your rights in this
situation. You should be aware,
however, that unlike some
states, Georgia does not require
home improvement providers
to include in their contracts the
price of their services, the start
and completion dates, and all
work that is to be performed. If
your contract does not contain
those specifics, it could give
you a legitimate basis for ask-
ing your contractor to clarify
those terms in writing. If the
contractor refuses to do so, you
may have to stick with what
the current contract says, (un-
less an extreme circumstance
occurs, e.g. the contractor
breaches a crucial term of the
contract or delays beginning
or completing the work for an
unreasonable amount of time).
Assuming your contractor does
agree to make the requested
changes, ask him to add an ad-
ditional section to the contract
that addresses the changes and
be sure you and the contractor
both sign that addendum.

In the future, before en-
tering into any kind of service
agreement, you should read
it carefully to make sure that
its important terms are very
clear. Be sure that you fully
understand your obligations
and the obligations of the other
party. If you don’t understand
the contract, or if you have any
questions, have an attorney re-
view and explain the contract
to you before you sign it.

Dear Consumer Ed: I just
learned that the rates for my
homeowner’s association dues
are going up again. The board
members say it’s because other
home owners are not paying
their dues. It doesn’t seem fair
that T should be held respon-
sible for other people’s failure
to meet their financial obliga-
tions. Do I have any recourse
in this situation?

A: First, you should refer to
the Declaration of Covenants,
Conditions, and Restrictions
(“CCR?”) or similar documents
that generally outline the spe-
cific rules of your Homeown-
ers’ Association (“HOA™).
This should have been pro-
vided to you when you pur-
chased the property, or you
can request it from your HOA
board. These documents will
tell you more specifically about
the HOA dues, including how

GUEST COLUMNS
From time to time, people
in the community have a
grand slant on an issue that
would make a great guest
editorial. Those who feel
they have an issue of great
importance should call our
editor and talk with him
about the idea. Others have a
strong opinion after reading
one of the many columns that
appear throughout the paper.
If so, please write. Please
remember that publication
of submitted editorials is not
guaranteed.

LETTERS TO THE ED-
ITOR SHOULD BE E-
MAILED OR MAILED
TO: Towns County Herald,
Letter to the Editor, PO Box
365, Hiawassee, GA 30546.
Our email address: tcher-
ald@windstream.net. Let-
ters should be limited to 200
words or less, signed, dated
and include a phone number
for verification purposes.
This paper reserves the right
to edit letters to conform
with Editorial page policy or
refuse to print letters deemed
pointless, potentially defama-
tory or in poor taste. Letters
should address issues of gen-
eral interest, such as politics,
the community, environment,
school issues, etc.

Letters opposing the views
of previous comments are
welcomed; however, letters
cannot be directed at, nor
name or ridicule previous
writers. Letters that recognize
good deeds of others will be
considered for publication.*
Note: All letters must be signed,
and contain the first and last
name and phone number for
verification.

much it can be increased, how
often, and in what circum-
stances. Typically, an HOA
board has to take some sort of
vote in order to raise its mem-
bers’ dues. If your HOA rules
don’t permit the board to raise
dues in emergencies or at their
discretion, you might want to
contact your HOA to ask about
the vote that took place to al-
low the increase. If the dues
increase was proper under the
rules, you’re most likely going
to have to pay it. Even if you
feel the increase was improper,
you should be cautious about
protesting before you know
all the facts. In some circum-
stances, if you refuse to pay,
the association can place a lien
on your home, and even fore-
close on it. You should con-
sider inquiring, in writing, as to
why the board has not done this
with the neighbors who are not
currently paying, rather than
increasing everyone’s dues. In
any event, you are entitled to
a full explanation for the in-
crease, and you should get it in
writing.

For more information
about your options, you should
consult an attorney. An attorney
can advise you of your rights
and may also be able to help
you look at ways to protect
yourself in the event of future
dues increases (e.g., through
homeowner’s insurance poli-
cies).

Got a question for Con-
sumer Ed? Go to ConsumerEd.
com to submit your question
and read additional consumer
tips. Remember...we do not
give legal advice. Always
consult a lawyer about legal is-
sues.

GCIT b S
ON MY
MIND..”

Danny
H. Parris

The end

Several years ago I
would watch Alfred Hitch-
cock movies. He would keep
you spellbound waiting for the
end. More than once I thought
I had figured out the plot and
knew how the movie would
end. But more than once I
was disappointed to watch one
of Alfred Hitchcock’s movies
come to an illogical and sense-
less ending. Alfred Hitchcock
was a genius at creating mov-
ies that were dumb and crazy
when the curtain came down
and the show ended. As this
year has come to an end,  have
been thinking about the END.
Reading a book you always
come to the end of a sentence;
to the end of a paragraph; to
the end of a page, but the end
has not come until you arrive
at the end of the book. That is
THE END. The end of another
year has come, but THE END
is not yet. Some of you have
come to the end of this year
like I did with some of the
old Hitchcock movies. You
feel frustrated, disgusted and
disappointed. You started out
the year with honest intentions,
honorable goals and a heart
full of enthusiasm. But you
have ended on a low note. At
the beginning of the year you
vowed you would hold up your
end. You would be responsible
and share the burdens of life
with others. However, the
end product has been differ-
ent. Still others reading this
column are hurriedly trying to
gather up the loose ends. Too
many things are left undone
and dangling at the end of the
year. You are frantic because

you waited to the last day, yea,
the last minute and the end
of 2011 has come. And then
there are some of us who are
trying to make both ends meet
at the end of the year. When
we spend too much money no
amount of stretching, neither
pulling, nor shoving can make
the ends meet. You can try all
kinds of slick maneuvers. You
can insert some end-a-round
plays but you will still have
a gap between the two ends.
Some of us feel like we are on
the very end of our rope and
fast losing our grip. We feel
like we are about to go over
the deep end. God forbid,
but some folks have thoughts
about ending it all. But wait;
keep on reading because we
haven’t come to the end yet.
This is not THE END, but
only the end of another year.
I don’t want to end on a nega-
tive end. Job’s wife thought
Job’s life had come to a tragic
end when she encouraged him
to curse God and die, but Job
42:12 had not been written
yet- “So the Lord blessed the
latter end of Job more than his
beginning...”. Let me put an
end to this by ending up on
a positive note. Let me tell
you about one, namely Christ
who is “Alpha and Omega the
beginning and the end, the
first and the last” [Rev. 22:13].
He came to put an end to the
devil, disease, darkness, and
death. Because Jesus came
the end of our life can be the
greatest part of life because we
enter a kingdom that has no
end [Luke 1:33]. Jesus never
leaves us nor forsakes us, but
He has promised to be with us
even unto the end of the world
[Matt. 28:20]. If you want to
end up with an ending that has
no end then you must have full
assurance of hope to the end in
the one that has no end, Jesus
Christ, God’s son.

The End

Community Calendar

Towns County Water Board
Meeting 3rd Monday of each
month at 7 p.m. in the TC Water
Office Building.

Mountain Community Seniors
meet the second Thursday of
each month at the Senior Center
in Hiawassee at 2 p.m.

Towns County Democratic
Party meets the 3rd Thursday
of every month. Please call
Kim Bailey at 706-994-2727 or
706-896-6747 for details.
Towns County Republican
Party meets at 6: 30 PM the
2nd Thursday of each month at
Daniels Steak House. For more
info call 706-379-1371.
Towns County Planning Com-
mission is held the 2nd Monday
of each month at 7 p.m. in the
Courthouse.

Towns County Commissioners
meeting is the 3rd Thursday at
5:30 p.m. in the courthouse.
School Board Meeting, 2nd
Monday each month at 7 p.m.
in the auditorium.

Hiawassee City Council 1st
Tuesday of month 4 p.m., at
City Hall.

Young Harris City Council,
Ist Tuesday of month at 7 p.m.,
Young Harris City Hall.

The Hiwassee River Valley
Kennel Club meetings are held
at 7 p.m. the 1st Monday of
each month at Brother’s Res-
taurant on Hwy 64 in Murphy,
NC. Call President Kit Miracle:
706-492-5253 or Peggy Moor-
man: 828-835-1082.

The Unicoy Masonic Lodge
#259 meets on the 2nd Monday
of the month at 7:30 p.m.
Stephens Lodge #414 F & AM
meets the 1st Thursday of each
month at 7:30 PM in Young
Harris.

Board of Voter Registrars meets
the 3rd Wednesday of the month
at 4:30 p.m., Courthouse.
Towns County Board of Elec-
tions holds its monthly meetings
on the 2nd Wednesday of each
month at 4 p.m. at the Elections

Office (Old Rock Jail).

Towns County Historical So-
ciety meets the 2nd Monday of
each month at the Senior Center
in Hiawassee at 5 p.m. An-
nual dues $15, PO Box 1182,
Hiawassee, GA 706-896-1060,
www.townshistory.org
Bridge Players intermediate
level meets at 12:45 p.m. on
Mondays & Fridays at the
Towns County Recreational
Dept.

Mountain Regional Arts and
Crafts Guild, Inc (MRACG)
meets the 2nd Tuesday of
each month at ArtWorks Ar-
tisan Centre, located at 308
Big Sky Drive (behind the
Holiday Inn), Hiawassee. Re-
freshments at 6 p.m. & the
meeting begins at 6:30 p.m.
Contact us by calling 706-896-
0932, mtnregartscraftsguild.
org. mtnregartscraftsguild@
hotmail.com.

Mountain Computer User
Group meets the 2nd Monday
of each month at the Goolsby
Centerat YHC.Q & Aat6 p.m.,
meeting at 7 p.m.

FPL Retirees Breakfast will
meet the 2nd Tuesday of each
month at the Hole in the Wall
Restaurant on the square in
Blairsville at 9 a.m.
Chattahoochee-Nantahala
Chapter, Trout Unlimited meets
2nd Thursday of each month at
Cadence Bank in Blairsville. 5
p-m. Fly Tying - 7 p.m. General
Meeting. Everyone welcome.
www.ngatu692.com.

Military Officers Association
of America (MOAA) meets
the 3rd Monday of each month
at various area restaurants. For
information call John Quinlan
at 706-896-2430 or visit www.
moaa.org/chapter/blueridge-
mountains.

Alcoholics Anonymous: 24
hour phone line 828-837-
4440.

Mothers of Preschoolers meets
on the third Thursday of each

month at First Baptist Church of
Blairsville from 6 - 8 p.m. Call
the church office at 706-745-
2469 for more information.
Chatuge Regional Hospital
Auxiliary on the 3rd Monday of
each month, except the months
of July, October and December,
in the hospital cafeteria at 1:30
p.m.

Mountain Magic Table Tennis
Club meets 6 p.m. Thursdays
at Pine Log Baptist Church
Fellowship Hall in Brasstown.
Ping Pong players welcome.
Call Lee (828) 389-0924.

We do Family Oral History
of all of our residents. If you
have not had your family his-
tory recorded and would like
to do so, please call the Towns
County Historical Society at
706-896-1060.

Prostate Cancer Support Group
meets the 3rd Monday of every
month from 5-6 PM in the
Cancer Treatment Center Audi-
torium in Blairsville. For more
info call Steve 706-896-1064.
GMREC Native Plant Garden
Tours: Mondays 9 AM-1 PM.
May-Sept. (except holidays).
706-745-2655.

The Humane Soci-
ety Mountain Shelter Board
of Directors meets the last
Thursday of every month at
5:30 p.m. at Cadence Bank in
Blairsville.

The Towns County Al-
zheimer’s  Support Group
meets the first Tuesday of each
month at 1:30 PM in the Fam-
ily Life Center of McConnell
Memorial Baptist Church.
Caregivers or family members
of those with dementia are en-
couraged to attend. For further
information, call Carol at 706-
896-6407.

The Appalachian Shrine
Club meets the 2nd Thursday of
each month at 6:30 PM at the
Allegheny Lodge in Blairsville.
For more info call William 706-
994-6177.



