
NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND CREDITORS
State of Georgia
County of Towns
RE: Estate of Mary Frances Griffith
All creditors of Mary Frances Griffith, de-
ceased, late of Towns County, Georgia, are 
hereby notified to render their demands to the 
undersigned according to law, and all persons 
indebted to said estate are required to make 
immediate payment to the undersigned.
This the 17th day of November, 2014.
Russell M. Stookey, Attorney at Law
Personal Representative
P.O. Box 310
Hiawassee, GA 30546
706-896-2241
T(Nov26,Dec3,10,17)P

NOTICE OF LEGAL
STATE OF GEORGIA
COUNTY OF TOWNS
The Towns County Water and Sewerage Author-
ity has declared surplus a 1997 Ford F250 7.3 
Liter Powerstroke Diesel Truck with mileage 
of 221,747. Towns County Water will accept 
sealed bids at the Authority office, 1224 Jack 
Dayton Circle, Young Harris GA 30582 or by mail 
P.O. Box 8, Young Harris GA 30582. Bids will be 
accepted until 4 p.m., December 17, 2014. Late 
bids will NOT be accepted. Bids will be opened 
at 4:30 p.m. On December 17th. The truck is be-
ing sold AS IS with NO warranty. Acceptance 
of the bid is final. The truck may be inspected 
by appointment by calling (706) 896-4372. The 
Authority reserves the right to reject any and 
all bids.
T(Nov26,Dec3,10,17)B

NOTICE OF LEGAL
STATE OF GEORGIA
COUNTY OF TOWNS
The Towns County Water and Sewerage Au-
thority has declared surplus a 2001 Dodge 
2500 5.9 liter Cummins Diesel Truck with mile-
age of 225,719. Towns County Water will ac-
cept sealed bids at the Authority office, 1224 
Jack Dayton Circle, Young Harris GA 30582 
or by mail P.O. Box 8, Young Harris GA 30582. 
Bids will be accepted until 4 p.m., December 
17, 2014. Late bids will NOT be accepted. Bids 
will be opened at 4:30 p.m. On December 17th. 
The truck is being sold AS IS with NO warranty. 
Acceptance of the bid is final. The truck may 
be inspected by appointment by calling (706) 
896-4372. The Authority reserves the right to 
reject any and all bids.
T(Nov26,Dec3,10,17)B

STATE OF GEORGIA
COUNTY OF TOWNS
NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND CREDITORS
RE: ESTATE OF EVELYN ELIZABETH MORRIS
All debtors and creditors of the estate of Ev-
elyn Elizabeth Morris, deceased, late of Towns 
County, Georgia, are hereby notified to render 
their demands and payments to the Executor 
of said Estate, according to law, and all per-
sons indebted to said estate are required to 
make immediate payment to the Executor.
This 1st day of December, 2014.
Carol Sue DeMarco, Executor
Address: 1905 NW 78th Avenue
Margate, FL 33063
T(Dec3,10,17,24)B

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND CREDITORS
State of Georgia
County of Towns
RE: Estate of Mildred Taylor Andrew
All creditors of Mildred Taylor Andrew, de-
ceased, late of Towns County, Georgia, are 
hereby notified to render their demands to the 
undersigned according to law, and all persons 
indebted to said estate are required to make 
immediate payment to the undersigned.
This the 25 day of November, 2014.
Denise McDonald
Personal Representative
325 Nesbin Ct.,
Kennesaw, GA
770-846-2294
T(Dec3,10,17,24)P

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND CREDITORS
State of Georgia
County of Towns
RE: Estate of William L. Bryan
All creditors of William L. Bryan, deceased, late 
of Towns County, Georgia, are hereby notified 
to render their demands to the undersigned 
according to law, and all persons indebted to 
said estate are required to make immediate 
payment to the undersigned.
This the 1st day of December, 2014.
Faith J. Lanphar
Personal Representative
850 S. Tamiami, Unit #135
Sarasota, FL 34236
571-326-9531
T(Dec10,17,24,31)P

NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER
STATE OF GEORGIA
COUNTY OF TOWNS
Because of a default in the payment of the 
indebtedness secured by a Security Deed 
executed by Barbara L. Loyd to Wells Fargo 
Home Mortgage, Inc. dated July 31, 2003, 
and recorded in Deed Book 281, Page 558, 
Towns County Records, securing a Note in 
the original principal amount of $54,244.00, 
the holder thereof pursuant to said Deed and 
Note thereby secured has declared the entire 
amount of said indebtedness due and payable 
and, pursuant to the power of sale contained in 
said Deed, will on the first Tuesday, January 6, 
2015, during the legal hours of sale, before the 
Courthouse door in said County, sell at public 
outcry to the highest bidder for cash, the prop-
erty described in said Deed, to-wit: 
ALL THE FOLLOWING DESCRIBED PROPERTY, 
TO WIT:
ALL THAT TRACT OR PARCEL OF LAND LYING 
AND BEING IN LAND LOT 268, 18TH DISTRICT, 
1ST SECTION, TOWNS COUNTY, GEORGIA, CON-
TAINING 0.426 ACRES AS SHOWN ON A PLAT OF 
SURVEY BY NORTHSTAR LAND SURVEYING, INC. 
W. GARY KENDALL, REGISTERED SURVEYOR, 
DATED DECEMBER 13, 1999 AND ENTITLED 
“SURVEY FOR BARBARA L. LOYD”. SAID PLAT 
RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 25, PAGE 198, TOWNS 
COUNTY, GEORGIA RECORDS, WHICH DESCRIP-
TION ON SAID PLAT IS INCORPORATED HEREIN 
BY REFERENCE AND MADE A PART HEREOF.
THE PROPERTY IS CONVEYED SUBJECT TO THE 
RESTRICTIONS OF RECORD PERTAINING TO 
HIAWASSEE RIVER ESTATE AS RECORDED IN 
DEED BOOK 81, PAGE 347-348, TOWNS COUNTY 
RECORDS.
THE PROPERTY IS CONVEYED SUBJECT TO A 
RIGHT OF WAY DEED AS RECORDED IN DEED 
BOOK 99, PAGE 443, TOWNS COUNTY
RECORDS.
Said property is known as 4579 Hiawassee 
River Ests, Hiawassee, GA 30546, together with 
all fixtures and personal property attached to 
and constituting a part of said property, if any.
Said property will be sold subject to any out-
standing ad valorem taxes (including taxes 
which are a lien, whether or not now due and 
payable), the right of redemption of any tax-
ing authority, any matters which might be dis-
closed by an accurate survey and inspection 
of the property, any assessments, liens, en-
cumbrances, zoning ordinances, restrictions, 
covenants, and matters of record superior to 
the Security Deed first set out above.
The proceeds of said sale will be applied to 
the payment of said indebtedness and all ex-
penses of said sale as provided in said Deed, 
and the balance, if any, will be distributed as 
provided by law.
The sale will be conducted subject (1) to con-
firmation that the sale is not prohibited under 
the U.S. Bankruptcy Code and (2) to final con-
firmation and audit of the status of the loan 
with the secured creditor.
The property is or may be in the possession 
of Barbara L. Loyd, successor in interest or 
tenant(s).
Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. successor by merger to 
Wells Fargo Home Mortgage, Inc. as Attorney-
in-Fact for Barbara L. Loyd
File no. 14-049428
SHAPIRO, SWERTFEGER & HASTY, LLP*
Attorneys and Counselors at Law
2872 Woodcock Blvd., Suite 100
Atlanta, GA 30341-3941
(770) 220-2535/KMM
www.swertfeger.net 
*THE LAW FIRM IS ACTING AS A DEBT COLLEC-
TOR. ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL BE 
USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.
[FC-NOS]
T(Dec10,17,24,31)B

NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER
STATE OF GEORGIA
COUNTY OF TOWNS
Because of a default in the payment of the 
indebtedness secured by a Security Deed 
executed by Robert Panaccione and Patricia 
Panaccione to Mortgage Electronic Registra-
tion Systems, Inc. as nominee for Americas 
First Home Mortgage Co. dated June 23, 2006, 
and recorded in Deed Book 375, Page 806, 
Towns County Records, said Security Deed 
having been last sold, assigned, transferred 
and conveyed to Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. by 
Assignment, securing a Note in the original 
principal amount of $145,000.00, the holder 
thereof pursuant to said Deed and Note there-
by secured has declared the entire amount of 
said indebtedness due and payable and, pur-
suant to the power of sale contained in said 
Deed, will on the first Tuesday, January 6, 
2015, during the legal hours of sale, before the 
Courthouse door in said County, sell at public 
outcry to the highest bidder for cash, the prop-
erty described in said Deed, to-wit: 
All that tract or parcel of land lying and be-
ing in Land Lot 47, 17th District, 1st Section, 
Towns County, Georgia, containing 1.074 
acres, more or less, and being shown as Lot 7 
of Ragayle Village Subdivision on a plat of sur-
vey prepared by Tamrok Associates, Inc., dated 
2/15/01 and recorded in Plat Book 28, Page 41, 
Towns County, Georgia records, said plat being 
incorporated herein by reference for a more 
complete description of said property.
Grantor grants to Grantee a non-exclusive 
perpetual easement for the use of the subdivi-
sion roads for ingress and egress to the above 
described property.
Subject to the Declaration of Protective Cov-
enants as recorded in Deed Book 224, Page 
708-713 and Deed Book 227, Page 486-491, 
Towns County, Georgia records.
Subject to an easement to Blue Ridge Moun-
tain EMC as recorded in Deed Book 213, Page 
564, Towns County, Georgia records.
Subject to easements and other matters of sur-
vey as shown on the above referenced plat.
Subject to an easement and Joint Driveway 
Agreement as recorded in Deed Book 354, 
Page 514, towns County, Georgia records and 
in Nat Book 35, page 152, Towns County, Geor-
gia records.
Subject to a right of way deed as recorded in 
Deed book T-1, page 250, Towns County, Geor-
gia records.
Said property is known as 1514 Millennium 
Drive, Young Harris, GA 30582, together with all 
fixtures and personal property attached to and 
constituting a part of said property, if any.
Said property will be sold subject to any out-
standing ad valorem taxes (including taxes 
which are a lien, whether or not now due and 
payable), the right of redemption of any tax-
ing authority, any matters which might be dis-
closed by an accurate survey and inspection 
of the property, any assessments, liens, en-
cumbrances, zoning ordinances, restrictions, 
covenants, and matters of record superior to 
the Security Deed first set out above.
The proceeds of said sale will be applied to 
the payment of said indebtedness and all ex-
penses of said sale as provided in said Deed, 
and the balance, if any, will be distributed as 
provided by law.
The sale will be conducted subject (1) to con-
firmation that the sale is not prohibited under 
the U.S. Bankruptcy Code and (2) to final con-
firmation and audit of the status of the loan 
with the secured creditor.
The property is or may be in the possession 
of Robert Panaccione and Patricia Panaccione, 
successor in interest or tenant(s).
Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. as Attorney-in-Fact for 
Robert Panaccione and Patricia Panaccione
File no. 13-044823
SHAPIRO, SWERTFEGER & HASTY, LLP*
Attorneys and Counselors at Law
2872 Woodcock Blvd., Suite 100
Atlanta, GA 30341-3941
(770) 220-2535/KMM
www.swertfeger.net 
*THE LAW FIRM IS ACTING AS A DEBT COLLEC-
TOR. ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL BE 
USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.
[FC-NOS]
T(Dec10,17,24,31)B

NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER 
IN SECURITY DEED
STATE OF GEORGIA
COUNTY OF TOWNS
Under and by virtue of the Power of Sale con-
tained in the Deed to Secure Debt from Michelle 
Cain to Bank of Hiawassee, dated December 9, 
2002, and recorded in Deed Book 259, Page 
220, in the offices of the Clerk of the Superior 
Court of Towns County, Georgia; as last modi-
fied by that certain Modification of Deed to 
Secure Debt from Michelle Cain, aka Angela 
Michelle Rogers, to Bank of Hiawassee, dated 
March 19, 2010 and recorded in Deed Book 
471, Page 568, aforesaid records; as assigned 
to Citizens South Bank by that certain Master 
Assignment recorded in Deed Book 486, Page 
790, aforesaid records (as same may have 
been further modified from time to time, col-
lectively the “Security Deed”), and pursuant to 
the Order of Dismissal for Failure to Pay Filing 
Fees, entered on November 21, 2014, in Chap-
ter 13 Case No. 14-21971-jrs, United States 
Bankruptcy Court, Northern District of Georgia, 
Gainesville Division, the undersigned will sell 
at public outcry to the highest and best bidder 
for cash before the door of the Courthouse of 
Towns County, Georgia, during the legal hours 
of sale, on the first Tuesday in January, 2015, 
the following described real property, to wit:
ALL THAT CERTAIN TRACT OR PARCEL OF LAND 
LYING AND BEING IN LAND LOTS 7 AND 30, 
17TH DISTRICT, 1ST SECTION, TOWNS COUNTY, 
GEORGIA, AND BEING KNOWN AS LOT 6 OF OLD 
BRASSTOWN ESTATES, CONTAINING 0.996 
ACRES, MORE OR LESS, AS SHOWN ON A PLAT 
OF SURVEY PREPARED BY NORTHSTAR LAND 
SURVEYING, INC., DATED MAY 13, 2002, AS RE-
CORDED IN PLAT BOOK 28, PAGE 134, TOWNS 
COUNTY, GEORGIA RECORDS, SAID PLAT BEING 
INCORPORATED HEREIN BY REFERENCE FOR A 
MORE COMPLETE LEGAL DESCRIPTION. 
THIS PROPERTY IS CONVEYED TOGETHER WITH 
AND SUBJECT TO A NON EXCLUSIVE, PER-
PETUAL EASEMENT FOR INGRESS, EGRESS 
AND UTILITIES, 50 FEET IN WIDTH, ALONG 
BRASSTOWN LANE AS SHOWN ON THE ABOVE 
REFERRED TO PLAT OF SURVEY.
THE PROPERTY IS CONVEYED SUBJECT TO 
PROTECTIVE COVENANTS AND RESTRICTIONS 
PERTAINING TO OLD BRASSTOWN ESTATES 
AS RECORDED IN DEED BOOK 243, PAGE 731, 
TOWNS COUNTY, GEORGIA RECORDS. 
PROPERTY BEING MORE COMMONLY KNOWN 
AS: 2111 BRASSTOWN LANE, YOUNG HARRIS, 
GEORGIA 30582-1658.
The debt secured by the Security Deed is evi-
denced by a Renewal Note, dated March 19, 
2010, from Angela Michelle Rogers to Bank of 
Hiawassee in the original principal amount of 
$57,420.22, as assigned to Citizens South Bank 
(as same may have been further modified, re-
newed or amended, collectively the “Note”); 
plus interest from date on the unpaid balance 
until paid, and other indebtedness. 
Default has occurred and continues under the 
terms of the Note and Security Deed by reason 
of, among other possible events of default, the 
nonpayment when due of the indebtedness 
evidenced by the Note and secured by the Se-
curity Deed and the failure to comply with the 
terms and conditions of the Note and Security 
Deed. By reason of this default, the Security 
Deed has been declared foreclosable accord-
ing to its terms.
The above-described real property will be 
sold to the highest and best bidder for cash 
as the property of Michelle Cain, aka Angela 
Michelle Rogers, the proceeds to be applied to 
the payment of said indebtedness, attorneys’ 
fees, and the lawful expenses of said sale, all 
as provided in the Note and Security Deed. 
The sale shall be subject to the following: all 
outstanding ad valorem taxes and/or assess-
ments, if any; possible redemptive rights of the 
Internal Revenue Service, if any; and all prior 
assessments, easements, restrictions or mat-
ters of record.
To the best of the undersigned’s knowledge 
and belief, the real property is presently owned 
by Michelle Cain, aka Angela Michelle Rogers.
To the best of the undersigned’s knowledge 
and belief, the party in possession of the real 
property is Michelle Cain, aka Angela Michelle 
Rogers, and tenants holding under her.
Park Sterling Bank, successor by merger to 
Citizens South Bank, as successor in interest 
to Bank of Hiawassee, as Attorney-in-Fact for 
Michelle Cain, aka Angela Michelle Rogers.
M. Todd Westfall, Esquire
Howick, Westfall, McBryan & Kaplan, LLP
Suite 600, One Tower Creek
3101 Towercreek Parkway
Atlanta, Georgia 30339
(678) 501-7951
T(Dec10,17,24,31)B

NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER 
IN SECURITY DEED
STATE OF GEORGIA
COUNTY OF TOWNS
Under and by virtue of the Power of Sale con-
tained in the Deed to Secure Debt from Richard 
A. Focke and Henry R. Focke, Jr. to Bank of Hia-
wassee dated January 24, 2008, and recorded 
in Deed Book 427, Page 314, in the offices of 
the Clerk of the Superior Court of Towns Coun-
ty, Georgia, as last modified of record by that 
certain Modification of Security Deed dated 
June 18, 2013 and recorded in Deed Book 536, 
Page 354, aforesaid records; and assigned to 
Citizens South Bank by that certain Master 
Assignment recorded in Deed Book 486, Page 
790, aforesaid records (as same may have 
been further modified and/or assigned from 
time to time, collectively the “Security Deed”), 
the undersigned will sell at public outcry to 
the highest and best bidder for cash before 
the door of the Courthouse of Towns County, 
Georgia, during the legal hours of sale, on the 
first Tuesday in January, 2015, the following 
described real property, to wit:
ALL THAT TRACT OR PARCEL OF LAND LYING 
AND BEING IN LAND LOT 7 and 8, 19th DIS-
TRICT, 1ST SECTION OF TOWNS COUNTY, GEOR-
GIA, BEING LOT 25, CONTAINING 1.35 ACRES, 
MORE OR LESS, OF HI RIVER COUNTRY, PHASE II 
AS SHOWN ON A PLAT OF SURVEY BY TAMROK 
ENGINEERING, INC., DATED 8/10/93, RECORDED 
IN PLAT BOOK 17, PAGE 109, TOWNS COUNTY, 
GEORGIA RECORDS, WHICH DESCRIPTION ON 
SAID PLAT IS INCORPORATED HEREIN BY REF-
ERENCE.
SUBJECT TO ALL MATTERS AND CONDITIONS 
AS SHOWN ON ABOVE REFERENCED PLAT OF 
SURVEY.
THE PROPERTY IS CONVEYED SUBJECT TO 
THE SAME RESTRICTIONS THAT APPLY TO HI 
RIVER COUNTRY AS RECORDED IN DEED BOOK 
80, PAGES 762-763, TOWNS COUNTY, GEORGIA 
RECORDS.
PROPERTY KNOWN AS: 2623 FAWN LANE, HIA-
WASSEE, GA 30546.
The debt secured by the Security Deed is evi-
denced by a Renewal Promissory Note dated 
March 22, 2013 made by Richard A. Focke 
and Henry R. Focke, Jr. in favor of Park Ster-
ling Bank, in the original principal amount of 
$175,238.24, as modified by Change in Terms 
Agreement dated June 18, 2013 by and be-
tween Richard A. Focke and Henry R. Focke, Jr., 
as Borrower, and Park Sterling Bank, as Lend-
er, reducing principal balance to $174,750.13 
(as same may have been further modified or 
renewed, hereinafter collectively referred to 
as the “Note”); plus interest from date on the 
unpaid balance until paid, and other indebted-
ness. 
Default has occurred and continues under the 
terms of the Note and Security Deed by reason 
of, among other possible events of default, the 
nonpayment when due of the indebtedness 
evidenced by the Note and secured by the Se-
curity Deed and the failure to comply with the 
terms and conditions of the Note and Security 
Deed. By reason of this default, the Security 
Deed has been declared foreclosable accord-
ing to its terms.
The above-described real property will be 
sold to the highest and best bidder for cash 
as the property of Richard A. Focke and Henry 
R. Focke, Jr., the proceeds to be applied to 
the payment of said indebtedness, attorneys’ 
fees, and the lawful expenses of said sale, all 
as provided in the Note and Security Deed. 
The sale shall be subject to the following: all 
outstanding ad valorem taxes and/or assess-
ments, if any; possible redemptive rights of the 
Internal Revenue Service, if any; and all prior 
assessments, easements, restrictions or mat-
ters of record.
To the best of the undersigned’s knowledge 
and belief, the real property is presently owned 
by Richard A. Focke and Henry R. Focke, Jr.
To the best of the undersigned’s knowledge 
and belief, the party in possession of the real 
property is Richard A. Focke and Henry R. Fo-
cke, Jr., and tenants holding under them.
Park Sterling Bank, successor by merger to 
Citizens South Bank, as successor in interest 
to Bank of Hiawassee, as Attorney-in-Fact for 
Richard A. Focke and Henry R. Focke, Jr.
M. Todd Westfall, Esquire
Howick, Westfall, McBryan & Kaplan, LLP
Suite 600, One Tower Creek
3101 Towercreek Parkway
Atlanta, Georgia 30339
(678) 384-7000
T(Dec10,17,24,31)B
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Local
Weather

and
Lake Levels

Thur: Cloudy                    60  47
Fri: Showers                  56 34
Sat: Cloudy                     54  28
Sun: Sunny                   45  26
Mon: Sunny                     50   32
Tue: Showers                      54   36
Wed: Cloudy                    55   41

Upstream Elevation
Predicted
01/25/12

Lake Chatuge          1918.53
Lake Nottely           1763.09
Blue Ridge             1671.86
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By Charles Duncan
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Senior Center going up fast

Friends

Installation of hydrants ahead of pace

Food Pantry
The Towns County

Food Distribution is
scheduled for Tuesday
Jan.31from 2 p.m. to 6
p.m. All that are in need
of food assistance are en-
couraged to attend. If you
are unable to pick up your
food, please contact The
Pantry at (706) 896-4783
prior to distribution day..
All clients and inquiries are
kept confidential.

See Senior Center, page 12A

Moshetto’s Restau-
rant of Young Harris will
host a fundraiser for
Friends of the Libraries of
Towns County on Jan.
26-28 from 6 p.m. to 8:30
p.m. A portion of the meal
ticket will be donated to
Friends of the Libraries.
For more details about the
event, see Page 3A in
today’s edition.

...

...

PTSO Meet

TCHS robotics team advances to state

By Charles Duncan
Towns County Herald
cduncan.tch@windstream.net

See Qualifying, page 12A

See Fire Hydrants, page 12A

See Human Remains, page 12A

Grand Jury Indictments

Sheriff: ‘No word yet’ on ID
By Charles Duncan
Towns County Herald
cduncan.tch@windstream.net
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Condolences

To the family of
Towns County Sheriff
Chris Clinton.

The sheriff lost his
beloved grandmother
Simone Elise Charlotte
Brun Nicholson, who
passed away on Satur-
day, Jan. 21. Banister
Funeral Home was in
charge of the arrange-
ments. Please join the
Towns County Herald in
extending prayers for the
family of Sheriff Clinton.

Parents of children
all ages, as well as teens
are invited to meet licensed
professional counselor,
Linda M. Silva of Family
and Play Therapy at
Towns County High
School Cafeteria on
Thursday, Jan. 26 at 7
p.m. Her topic will be Your
Child’s Role Model. A Q
& A session will follow the
presentation. Childcare
and refreshments will be
provided. The meeting is
sponsored by Towns
County Parent, Teacher,
Student Organization. See
Page 3A for more details.

County workers have installed 90 of the 150 fire hydrants approved by voters last year

From pouring the foundation to drying in the building, the new
Senior Center is on pace to meet the 180 days or so construction
deal with the county. Photos/Marty Roberts

Visit townscountyherald.net for updates throughout the week

Towns Grand Jurors hand up 11 true bills

Only the weather could be a setback for newest county facility

Qualifying fees for 2012 set
By Charles Duncan
Towns County Herald
cduncan.tch@windstream.net

Sheriff Chris Clinton

County workers are installing fire hydrants at a record pace. Only the weather is keeping these
important infrastructure pieces from being installed any faster. Photo/Marty Roberts

By Charles Duncan
Towns County Herald
cduncan.tch@windstream.net

See Robotics, page 12A

Towns County sheriff’s
authorities continue to await
word from the Georgia Bureau
of Investigation’s Crime Labo-
ratory as to the identity of hu-
man remains found in south-
ern Towns County on Jan. 15th
Sheriff Chris Clinton said.

Sheriff Clinton said
that his department had yet
to receive word regarding
the identity of the human re-
mains discovered near the
Appalachian Trail.

“We’re still awaiting
word from the GBI and the
state crime lab,” Sheriff
Clinton said. “We don’t have
anything new to share at this
time. We hope to have some-
thing later in the week.”

On Sunday, Jan. 15,
small game hunters discov-
ered what they believed to
be human remains on U.S.
Forest Service land near the
Appalachian Trail. They
made contact with the
Towns County Sheriff’s Of-
fice about their discovery.
Towns County Sheriff’s Lt.

Brian Wilson and Deputy
Doug Lloyd and a DNR
ranger were the first au-
thorities to arrive at the
scene. The officers deter-
mined that the find was in-
deed human remains.

A call to Sheriff
Clinton prompted a call from
the sheriff to the GBI to as-
sist in the investigation.

Towns County Depu-
ties and DNR rangers se-
cured the scene and were
joined by U.S. Forest Ser-
vice law enforcement and
GBI as they began a search

It all started with vot-
ers going to the polls last
March.

Less than a year later,
the voter-approved Special
Purpose Local Option Sales
Tax will pay for approxi-
mately 150 new fire hydrants
which will greatly reduce the
county’s ISO rating to a
Class 5 in many areas,
Towns County Sole Com-
missioner Bill Kendall said.

The installation of
those hydrants is well ahead
of pace. To date, 90 of the
150 fire hydrants approved
by voters have been in-
stalled, said Marty Roberts,
Towns’ 911 Mapping Direc-
tor, who is helping to over-
see the project along with
Fire Chief Mitch Floyd.

The first hydrant was
installed on July 7th. To
date, 90 fire hydrants have
been installed. That’s mov-

ing pretty fast, said Roberts.
“If we’d had pretty

weather, we could have in-
stalled a lot more,” Roberts
said.

Roberts said that the
county has no timeline to fin-
ish the project due to
weather concerns.

“Overall, we’d like to
have them installed by
spring,” Roberts said.

Close proximity to a
fire hydrant saved a condo-
minium in Hawks Harbor on
Sunday.

“If it hadn’t been as
close to a hydrant as it was,
it would have been gone,”
Roberts said. “It was a
windblown fire that was ex-
tremely dangerous and dif-
ficult to extinguish. Good
work by firefighters and I’m
glad they had plenty of wa-
ter to work with.”

The county has 28
more hydrants to install be-

A Chad Winkler prom-
ise is as good as gold.

Winkler & Winkler
Construction out of Blairsville
broke ground on the new
Towns County Senior Cen-
ter in early November. At the
time, Winkler said that
weather-permitting, the
project would be completed
in 180 days.

Even with all the wet
weather the region is expe-
riencing, Winkler & Winkler
Construction is well on its
way to completing the 5,800
square foot Senior Center on
time.

With the front entrance
and back porch included, the
facility will be around 7,000
square feet.

And Winkler promises
that there isn’t another Se-
nior Center around that will
have the back porch view
that the Towns County Se-
nior Center will have. It

The legend of robotics
and Towns County Schools
continues.

Three of the Towns
County Middle School stu-
dents who placed third in the
state last year in the FIRST
LEGO League Robotics
Tournament and first nation-
ally in Core Values Inspira-
tion in San Diego, CA, now
suit up for another first year
team.

Towns County High
School’s 21st Century

PiE team members Jasmine Forrester, Sara Scott, Zyndel Payne,
Gabe Gilliland, Mia Manto.  Michael Austin (not pictured).

Commissioner Bill Kendall

Towns County Sole
Commissioner Bill Kendall
had one order of business at
the county’s regularly
scheduled meeting last
week in the Towns County
Courthouse.

Commissioner Kendall
set the qualifying fees for the
eight local races scheduled
for 2012 elections.

Qualifying fees are
based on 3 percent of the
salaries for each office,
Commissioner Kendall said.

Qualifying for the of-
fices begin at 9 a.m. on May
23rd and will end at noon on

May 25th, Election Superinten-
dent Jonni Marie Shook said.

The General Primary
will be held on July 31st and
the General Election will be
held on Nov. 6th, Shook
said.

The qualifying fees are
as follows:

· Commiss ione r :
$1,407.54;

· Probate Judge/
Magistrate: $1,578.31;

· Tax Commissioner:
$1,229.04;

· Clerk of Court:
$1,229.04;

· Sheriff: $1,407.54;
· Coroner: $36.54;
· Board of Educa-

tion, Post 4: $36;
· Board of Educa-

tion, Post 5: $36;
C o m m i s s i o n e r

Kendall is the incumbent
County Commissioner;
David Rogers is the incum-
bent Probate Judge/Magis-
trate; Bruce Rogers is the
incumbent Tax Commis-

Towns County Clerk
of Court Cecil Dye has re-
leased the following indict-
ments by Towns County
Grand Jurors:

·  Chandler Bryan
Adams: Manufacture/de-
liver/distribute/administer/
sell/possess with intent to
distribute controlled sub-
stance;

· Nicholas Randell
Neace: Manufacture/de-
liver/distribute/administer/
sell/possess with intent to
distribute controlled sub-
stance; purchase, posses-
sion, manufacture, distribu-
tion, or sale of marijuana;
unlawful for person to pur-
chase, possess, or have un-
der his control any controlled
substance; unlawful for per-
son to purchase, possess, or
have under his control any
controlled substance;

· Patty Diane Neace:
Manufacture/deliver/distrib-
ute/administer/sell/possess
with intent to distribute con-
trolled substance; unlawful
for person to purchase, pos-
sess, or have under his con-
trol any controlled sub-
stance;

· Lori Dawn Palmer
Lovingood: Manufacture/
deliver/distribute/administer/
sell/possess with intent to
distribute controlled sub-
stance; Manufacture/de-

liver/distribute/administer/
sell/possess with intent to
distribute controlled sub-
stance; Manufacture/de-
liver/distribute/administer/
sell/possess with intent to
distribute controlled sub-
stance; unlawful for person
to purchase, possess, or
have under his control any
controlled substance;

· Charles Kenneth
Gray Sr.: Felony attempt or
conspiracy to violate
Georgia’s Controlled Sub-
stance Act;

· Erik Steven
Underwood: Aggravated
stalking; battery; cruelty to
children – allow to witness
felony/battery/Family Vio-
lence – third degree;

· Kendrick Lamar
Hillsman: Terroristic threats
and acts; battery – Family
Violence (first offense) mis-
demeanor; simple battery –
Family Violence;

· Alisha Marie Will-
iams: False statements or
writings; conceal facts or
fraudulent documents in
matters of government;

See Indictments, page 12A
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